
a redeemer presbyter ian church devotional



written as a collaborat ion between.. .

B E N  H A I L E Y
lead pastor, redeemer college stat ion
February 22 - March 1st

W A D E  C O L E M A N 
lead pastor, westminster presbyter ian  bryan 
March 2-8th

A N D R E W  “ T R E E ”  T R I O L O
associate pastor, westminster presbyter ian bryan 
March 9-15th 

M I C H A E L  N O VA K
lead pastor, tr in ity grace presbyter ian san antonio 
March 16-23rd

T I T U S  B A G B Y
ruf- i  pastor, texas a&m univers ity 
March 24-31st

B I L LY  C R A I N
lead pastor, chr ist church presbyter ian kerrv ille
April 3-7th

*All passages are taken from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®). ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. The ESV® text has been reproduced in cooperation 
with and by permission of Good News Publishers. Unauthorized reproduction of this 
publication is prohibited. All rights reserved.

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) is adapted from the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, copyright Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. All rights reserved.



b u t  g r o w i n  t h e  g r a c e  a n d k n o w l e d g e  o f  o u r  l o r d  a n d 
s av i o r  j e s u s  c h r i s t .  t o  h i m  b e  t h e  g l o ry  b o t h  n o w a n d t o 
t h e  d ay  o f  e t e r n i t y .  a m e n.
i i  peter 3:18

M  y earliest childhood memories of Lent were most informed by Mc-
Donald’s, king cakes, Mardi Gras parades, and Doubloons (affec-

tionately pronounced “Deblooms” for those of us who didn’t know any bet-
ter).  I grew up on the MS Gulf Coast close to New Orleans and had a ton 
of Catholic friends.  On Friday’s when we had an away high school baseball 
game, they would always order Filet-o-Fish off the menu, because they fast-
ed from “meat” on those Fridays during Lent.  Over the years, though, I’ve 
grown to appreciate the long tradition of seasons in the Church.  These are 
occasions when the Church can focus on specific aspects of the Christian 
faith, particularly focusing on Christ in unique ways.  For example, we cele-
brate Advent as a season of not only thanksgiving that Christ has come, but 
to ignite afresh our longing that he will come again.  We celebrate Epiphany 
as we focus on the missional heart of God, the abundance of life we have 
in Christ, and the light of Christ as the light of the world.   We come now 
to the season of Lent.  Our friend Joe Dentici summarizes the point well, 
“Lent is a season of owning that our flesh has a profound influence in our 
lives, and we are slower to repent than we want to admit.  It’s not a season 
of self-flagellation, however.  It calls us to repentance in pointed ways as 

we fly to the Lord Jesus.”  While we do not believe that observing Lent is a 
biblical mandate, or even a mandate of the church, we believe that spiritual 
formation and spiritual disciplines in the Scriptures are a thing.  Church 
seasons like Lent, for example, provide some definite structure in which we 
can corporately cultivate a deeper sense of our separation from God because 
of our sin, and at the same time a sense of Christ’s great sacrifice for us on 
the Cross, and his victory over the grave in the Resurrection.   We hope this 
devotional aids you in this season to “grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” -2 Peter 3:18. 

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Ben Hailey
Redeemer Presbyterian Church 



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space february 22nd

have mercy on me, o god,     
according to your steadfast 
love; according to your abun-
dant mercy blot out my trans-
gress ions. wash me thoroughly 
from my in iquity,  and cleanse 
me from my s in!  psalm 51:1-2

Ownership. Lent helps us under-
stand that Jesus had to die for 

our sins. David, here in Psalm 51 helps 
us understand that we have to own the 
fact that we are sinners. David recog-
nizes that he has nothing to stand on.  
David understands that in his sin with 
Bathsheba that he has sinned against 
her, Uriah, and God and that he has no 
excuses and that all he can do is cry 
out to God for her mercy. David un-
derstands the mechanics of what he’s 
done. It’s not simply, “I’m sorry” but 
a thorough articulation of the wrongs 
he’s committed.  He’s broken trust with 
God. He’s lied and he’s manipulated an 
entire situation to gratify his flesh. But 
while David recognizes that his sin is 
against God, he also fully acknowledg-
es that only God can heal him, forgive 
him, and cleanse him, and as we begin 
in this season of lent to cast our gaze 
upon our Savior, we lay it all at his feet. 

He is our savior from sin. He is 
our forgiveness, and he is our 
hope. 

prayer

Father, as we tumble through 
our days engaged in our battle 
with our flesh, turn our eyes 
upon you, looking to you for 
forgiveness and hope. Help us 
take ownership of our sin, and 
help us lay hold of your finished 
work.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

readings for feb.  22

Isaiah 58:1-12

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space february 23rd

through whom we have re-
ce ived grace and apostlesh ip 
to br ing about the obedience 
of fa ith for the sake of h is 
name among all the nat ions.. .
romans 1:5

P aul always tucks into his intro-
ductions the core components of 

his letters.  He’s going to spend several 
chapters in the book of Romans talking 
about the importance of faith in Jesus 
Christ.  Are we on good terms with 
God because of our “good works” or 
because of what Jesus has done for us? 
If it’s good works, Paul will lower the 
boom and essentially say, “good luck 
with that.”  He says that real obedi-
ence is trusting Jesus and he calls this 
the “obedience of faith.”  What does 
it look like to live obediently to God? 
First and foremost- trust God.  Trust 
in the finished work of Jesus on your 
behalf.  Then your life will bear the 
fruit in deeds of righteousness and ho-
liness.  Don’t try and build your own 
righteousness before God to get right 
with him.  Trust in his righteous work 
for you and that faith necessarily pro-
duces beautiful works that brings glory 
to God, which Paul spends the latter 

half of Romans outlining. So as 
you ask, “What does it look like 
for me to serve God today?” ask 
first, “What does it look like for 
me to trust God today?”

prayer

Father, help me trust you today.  
I love to trust in myself.  I love 
to build my own righteousness. 
I love to do things my way and 
get you to like me based on 
what I do.  Save me from my-
self and give me faith to trust 
you. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

readings for feb.  23

Psalm 51

Jonah 3:1-10

Romans 1:1-7



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space february 24th

that is ,  that we may be mutual-
ly encouraged by each other’s 
fa ith,  both yours and mine.
romans 1:12

T his is why we have to spend 
time together as believers.  God 

is at work in your life and he is at work 
in my life. Paul longs to spend time 
with the believers in Rome because he 
needs encouragement and refreshment 
and he knows they need the same. We 
all struggle with hope. We all wonder 
what God is doing in our lives, or even 
if he’s doing anything at all. Because 
of the structures of our cities, auto-
mobiles, A/C homes, and the pseudo 
community of social media we have 
to fight to be together. We have to be-
lieve that something is missing when 
we are not spending time together, 
in body and spirit. We are lonely and 
depressed. I’m not saying I wanna 
be Amish, but maybe we could learn 
something from them about commu-
nity. Swipe up out of Facebook, Insta, 
or the News feed (go ahead and delete 
Tiktok while you’re at it), call some-
one, and go get a Sonic milkshake 
with someone and talk about what 

the Lord is doing in your lives.  
This is where the Lord brings 
healing, encouragement, and 
refreshment to our souls, as 
we await his glorious return to 
make us all whole again.

prayer

Father, we long to be with you, 
but in the meantime you have 
given yourself to us in one an-
other.  Bring us together and 
knit our hearts together in love 
as you have bound yourself to 
us.  In Jesus’ name. Amen

readings for feb.  24

Psalm 51

Jonah 4:1-11

Romans 1:8-17



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space

february 25th

readings for february 25

Psalm 51

Isaiah 58:1-12

Matthew 18:1-7

february 26th

readings for february 26

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

Psalm 32

Romans 5:12-19

Matthew 4:1-11



february 27th

for when i kept silent, my bones 
wasted away through my groan-
ing all day long. psalm 32

S in wants to keep us quiet. It 
works in the quiet, in the dark-

ness, behind closed doors. For me 
(Ben) this Psalm played a crucial role 
in my conversion to Christ. Approx-
imately 20 feet up a Loblolly pine, 
deep in Noxubee county, MS, while 
deer hunting, I had been reading the 
Psalms beginning at Psalm 1. The 
Holy Spirit was working on me. When 
I read this verse in Psalm 32, I could 
no longer keep quiet about my sin.  I 
knew I was wasting away because of 
my sin.  “For day and night your hand 
was heavy upon me; my strength was 
dried up as by the heat of the sum-
mer.” I cried out, and God saved me. 
He forgave me. And you know it still 
works this way. Even as believers, we 
still sin and harden our hearts towards 
God, and by his mercy, he lets us feel 
the weight of it, so that we might cry 
out to him and acknowledge it. So 
that we might taste his goodness and 
receive the freshness of his forgive-
ness. What do you need to confess to 

the Lord today? What sin is 
heavy upon you? Take some 
time to ask him to guide you 
in repentance, not for the pur-
pose of making you feel like a 
bad person, but that you might 
experience afresh the freedom 
from bondage to sin. 

prayer

Father, help us open our hearts 
and mouths.  Draw us out of the 
silence and out of the darkness. 
Help us sense the freshness of 
your love today. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen

readings for feb.  27

Psalm 32

1 Kings 19:1-8

Hebrews 2:10-18

for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space february 28th

l e t  u s  t h e n  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e 
d r a w  n e a r  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  o f 
g r a c e ,  t h at  w e  m ay  r e c e i v e 
m e r c y  a n d  f i n d  g r a c e  t o  h e l p 
i n  t i m e  o f  n e e d . 

hebrews 4:16

What is confidence exactly ac-
cording to the Bible? The 

writer of the Hebrews has just laid out 
that the Bible is pretty thorough and 
clear in its evaluation of humanity- no 
one is able to stand on his own two feet 
before God, to whom every creature 
must give account.  Our only confi-
dence is in Jesus. But we do have Jesus, 
the perfect human with the perfect re-
cord. And because we’re OK with God 
now because of Jesus, we draw near to 
God.  We don’t have to be afraid. We 
can ask God for mercy in situations.  
We can ask God for Grace to cover 
those tough moments. We would be 
better served to run to his throne than 
either run away from the situation that 
we need to face or settle for the world’s 
bologna of finding confidence within 
ourselves. Your King invites you as his 
child to bring your needs to him and be-
cause our confidence is in him, we can 

then face those challenges with 
confidence, not in ourselves, but 
in the knowledge that our heav-
enly Father is with us. 

prayer

Father, as we navigate this 
treacherous journey, would you 
draw us to yourself, instead 
of running away or instead of 
fighting on our own.  Because 
Jesus has paid for our sin, we 
have been reconciled to you 
and you are our Father. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

readings for feb.  28

Psalm 32

Genesis 4:1-16

Hebrews 4:14-5:10



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 1st

i f  a man has a hundred sheep, 
and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the 
n inety-n ine on the mountains 
and go in search of the one 
that went astray?

matthew 18:12

Of course you go in search of the 
one that went astray.  That’s what 

you do. Back on our farm in MS, we 
constantly count the cows, and inevi-
tably a momma cow has wandered off 
towards the creek to have a calf, which 
is super dangerous because often she’ll 
drop the calf right into the creek. I love 
this parable because Jesus is setting his 
disciples up for the nature of church 
discipline. This passage is bracketed by 
the temptation to sin on the front end 
and when a brother sins against you on 
the other end. What’s happening here? 
The sheep has wandered off- he’s lost. 
He’s in dangerous territory.  We have to 
go get him. His sin has deceived him. 
Our job as the church is to rescue, re-
deem, restore the lost, the sinner, with 
the hope that they might be brought 
back into fellowship with God and his 
people.  Does God have to work by the 
power of his Holy Spirit- definitely.
What is our job? Track people down. 

Call them. Send the text. Knock 
on the door. Brew the coffee. 
Pray he’ll listen.  Rinse and re-
peat with others closest to the 
situation then the elders. Some-
times with fear and trembling 
we open our Book of Church 
Order and proceed. Sometimes 
it works.  Sometimes those sto-
ries are still being written. The 
rest are in the mind of God in 
whom we place our full hope 
and trust.   We pursue because 
God pursued and pursues us- 
that’s what Jesus wants us to 
learn here.

prayer

Father, teach us your heart for 
the lost in our midst.  Remind 
us of our story of your search-
ing Grace.  Keep it fresh so that 
when we see the “one” wander-
ing we are ready to be sent by 
you. In Jesus’ name. Amen

readings for march 1

Psalm 32

Exodus 34:1-9, 27-28

Matthew 18:10-14



march 2nd

i  l i f t  u p  m y  e y e s  t o  t h e  h i l l s .
f r o m  w h e r e  d o e s  m y  h e l p 
c o m e ?  m y  h e l p  c o m e s  f r o m 
t h e  l o r d ,  w h o  m a d e  h e av e n 
a n d  e a r t h .

psalm 121:1-2

We look up to the Lord because 
he looks over us. God is our 

Guardian. He is our help. He keeps us 
safely. We can’t live safely in our “Me 
bubble.” Many of us try to build a safe-
ty barrier around ourselves.  There is 
this constant desire to avoid the diffi-
culties and seek to buffer our lives from 
the pain, turmoil, and anxieties of life 
but our hands aren’t big enough to hold 
the world away. God looks at us and 
says, “Eyes up!” (1-2) – Our safety is 
found in God’s guardian love. We need 
constant and ever-present help. When 
we cast our eyes to the ‘hills’ (meta-
phor for God’s presence), we acknowl-
edge this need. Psalm 121 is a Psalm 
of Ascents, which was one of the songs 
the people of Israel sang as they made 
their way together up the mountain of 
God to worship at Jerusalem. As they 
traveled the long incline toward the 
city of God, they were acknowledging 

their need of him and also God’s ability 
to take care of them. Are you stymied 
in your spiritual worship and progress? 
Look up! Why? God guides our steps; 
he protects our way and maintains our 
end (2). We cannot evict God from our 
life; it will not go well with us. We can 
get so focused on what is right in front 
of us, we miss the God who is out be-
fore us, leading, protecting, and caring 
for us. In coaching soccer for almost 25 
years, one of the most common things 
I would say from the sidelines was, 
“Eyes up!” Here the psalmist today 
as he coaches you to look to the Lord, 
“Eyes up!”

prayer

Lord, turn my eyes from the struggles 
and troubles that consume me. Help me 
to lift my eyes up to you and see from 
where my help comes: the Maker of 
heaven and earth. Thank you for your 

for notes,  thoughts, 
prayers,  reflect ions

+ space

love, guidance, and constant 
care that will not slip away.In 
Jesus’ name. Amen

readings for march 2

Psalm 121

Isaiah 51:1-3

2 Timothy 1:3-7



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 3rd

whom god put forward as a 
prop it iat ion by h is  blood, to 
be rece ived by fa ith.  th is  was 
to show god’s r ighteousness, 
because in h is  d iv ine forbear-
ance he had passed over for-
mer s ins.

romans 3:25

He was a storied seminary profes-
sor teaching a class on the letters 

of Paul, and as he came to Romans 
3:25, he peered out over his lectern to 
a room full of young and aspiring wan-
nabe preachers, and in a hushed and 
reverent tone of a weathered man who 
had walked along with God, he said, 
“Gentlemen, this is the heart of the 
heart of the gospel.” Here is the great 
gift of the gospel and the fountain head 
of our justification before God: Jesus, 
and him alone, is the just and justifier, 
because he is the sacrifice and substi-
tute who has paid the price for our sins. 
Propitiation means God’s wrath against 
sin is brought to an end in the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ. He has satisfied divine 
justice on our behalf as a substitute for 
us.  During this Lent Season when we 
reflect on forsaking our sins, let us re-
member we do so with the confidence 
of those who will never be forsaken 

because Jesus was already for-
saken for us at the cross. He 
took sin’s penalty in our place 
(as a substitute) to fulfill all 
righteousness (as a sacrifice) so 
we would always know the joy 
of relationship with the Father 
through his blood.

prayer

Heavenly Father, thank you that 
you have not left us to ourselves 
but have given us a Savior to re-
deem us from sins. Forgive us 
and give us a heart to trust the 
finished work of Jesus on our 
behalf. In Jesus’ name. Amen

readings for march 3

Psalm 121

Micah 7:18-20

Romans 3:21-31



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 4th

readings for march 4

Psalm 121

Isaiah 51:4-8

Luke 7:1-10

march 5th

readings for march 5

Genesis 12:1-4a

Psalm 121

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

John 3:1-17



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space

march 6th

moses was fa ithful as a ser-
vant in all god’s household, 
as a test imony to what would 
be sa id in the future.  but 
chr ist was fa ithful as a son 
over h is  household. and we 
are that household if  we hold 
on to our conf idence and the 
hope in which we boast.

hebrews 3:1-6

T he whole theme of the book of 
Hebrews is “Jesus is better.” The 

author esteems both the service of Mo-
ses and Jesus in the household of God. 
Moses was the ‘masterclass’ servant of 
the Old Testament, but all his service 
was looking forward to a greater ser-
vant to come: Jesus. Christ Jesus is the 
faithful son over the household of faith. 
Jesus is the fulfillment of all that Moses 
anticipated for the people of God. He 
is the one we put our full confidence 
and hope in for the certainty of faith 
because he is faithful as the “Son over 
his household.” Your life and faith are 
secure today because Jesus has ful-
filled the Father’s calling and now, we 
all have a share in that heavenly calling 
with him. We are the church of the liv-
ing God, and Christ is the Cornerstone 

(Ephesians 2:20), and with us as 
his royal people (I Peter 2:4-5). 
So, trust Jesus today. You have 
a place to belong and a faithful 
Savior who is looking out for 
you that you may live confi-
dently by faith in every trial and 
challenge before you. Hold fast 
with hope in Christ.

prayer

Dear Father, I thank you for Je-
sus, your faithful Son our Sav-
ior. Give me a sure and confi-
dent hope to walk through the 
day with unwavering trust in 
you. Amen.

readings for march 6

Psalm 128

Numbers 21:4-9

Hebrews 3:1-6



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 7th

for behold, i  create new heav-
ens and a new earth, and the 
former th ings shall not be re-
membered or come into mind.
but be glad and rejoice forev-
er in that which i  create;  for 
behold, i  create jerusalem to 
be a joy, and her people to be 
a gladness.  i sa iah 65:17-25

Yummy, Yucky!” Those where the 
words of my daughter at a very 

young age when her older brothers 
thought it would be fun to introduce her, 
for the very first time, to a sweet and 
sour candy. She kept eating and kept 
repeating, “Yummy, Yucky!” Honestly, 
the world can feel that way spiritually 
much of the time. At times our spiritual 
experience is sweet and other times it is 
sour. How we long for days when sin 
is no more. This is exactly what God is 
promising Israel in Isaiah 65:17-25 and 
us as the New Israel in Revelation 21. 
God means to be the true and lasting joy 
for his people. He will make all things 
new. Sin will not have the last say. God’s 
glory and his grace will surely win the 
day. We live with anticipation for the 
day of not only sin’s defeat, but for sin’s 
presence to be ended in our lives and in 
all creation. We can, by God’s grace, 

resist sin now because sin’s 
reign over the world is running 
out. We will rejoice when all of 
heaven and earth is consumed 
by his presence, As the Apostle 
John asserts, “And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, 
‘Behold, the dwelling place of 
God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God.’” (Rev-
elation 21:3)

prayer

Father in Heaven, come quickly 
and make all things new. Until 
you make the heavens and earth 
new again, draw my heart into 
conformity with your praise and 
will. Help me to see your grace 
and live for your glory until that 
day when I see you face to face. 
Amen.

readings for march 7

Psalm 128

Isaiah 65:17-25

Romans 4:6-13



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 8th

a n d i  w i l l  g i v e  y o u a n e w 
h e a rt ,  a n d a n e w s p i r i t  i  w i l l 
p u t  w i t h i n y o u.  a n d i  w i l l 
r e m o v e t h e h e a rt  o f  s t o n e 
f r o m y o u r f l e s h a n d g i v e  y o u 
a h e a rt  o f  f l e s h.  a n d i  w i l l 
p u t  m y s p i r i t  w i t h i n y o u,  a n d 
c a u s e  y o u t o wa l k i n  m y s tat-
u t e s  a n d b e  c a r e f u l  t o o b e y 
m y r u l e s .  luke 13:22-24

A famous radio Bible teacher once 
quipped as teaching Ezekiel 36, 

“I don’t understand why people keep 
telling me they want to give their heart 
to Jesus. The gospel is not about giving 
your heart to Jesus. The gospel is Jesus 
gives you a new heart.” There is a lot 
of Biblical truth here. The gospel is all 
gift from beginning to end. Salvation 
is the gift of a new heart received by 
faith. God must do it. He must give us a 
heart transplant. We are not able. He is. 
We call this regeneration. It is the gos-
pel gift of new life (John 3:6-8). It oc-
curs when the Holy Spirit takes a hard 
heart (heart of stone) and gives us a 
new heart (heart of flesh) so that we can 
live by the Spirit and keep in step with 
the Spirit of God (Galatians 5:24-25). 
The whole of the Christian life is life in 
the Spirit. The gift of a renewed heart 

allows us to change from the 
inside out. All lasting change 
spiritually begins with the heart 
and is inside-out change. God’s 
Spirit works in our hearts and 
removes our hardness and gives 
us new inclinations to live for 
him. Thank God today for the 
gift of a new heart. Ask him to 
give you new strength to walk 
by faith in new ways to obey his 
statutes. 

prayer

Heavenly Father, thank you for 
the gift of a new heart to serve 
you. Keep me soft toward you 
in a spirit of repentance. Help 
me this day to walk in the new-
ness of life by the power of your 
Spirit with new obedience to 
honor you. Amen.

readings for march 8

Psalm 128

Ezekiel 36:22-32

John 7:53-8:11



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 9th

t h e n  t h e  l o r d  s a i d  t o  m o s e s , 
“b e h o l d ,  i  a m a b o u t  t o  r a i n 
b r e a d  f r o m h e av e n f o r  y o u , 
a n d t h e  p e o p l e  s h a l l  g o o u t 
a n d g at h e r  a  d ay ’ s  p o r t i o n 
e v e ry  d ay ,  t h at  i  m ay  t e s t 
t h e m,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w i l l  wa l k 
in my law or not. exodus 16:4

O ne of the most beautifully con-
founding things about the life 

of a Christian is our utter dependence 
upon the Lord for everything in our 
lives.  We think we are self-sufficient, 
yet everything we have is a gift from 
the Lord.  Yet so often we forget about 
his constant provision and become 
so discontent with everything.  This 
is a direct result of the fall that God 
through his covenantal love is slowly 
redeeming in us as he teaches us about 
provision. The Israelites had come 
out of slavery and into the wilderness 
and their go-to response was so of-
ten complaining about their situation.  
They thought their lives would be so 
much better back in slavery where they 
could sit by meat pots and eat bread till 
they were full. A  reporter once asked 
a member of the Rockefeller family, 
“How much money is enough money?”  

The reply was, “Just a little bit 
more.”  This is a window into 
the human soul.  We as human 
beings are always wanting what 
we don’t have.  God looks at 
the longings of his people and 
simply does what he does so 
well…he provides them with 
just enough to get through the 
day.  And what he is doing is 
telling them that he is enough.  
He always has been and forever 
will be enough.

prayer

Lord, I so often long for what I 
don’t have. Help me to rest and 
trust in what you have given to 
me each day. In Jesus’ name.
Amen. 

readings for march 9

Psalm 95

Exodus 16:1-8

Colossians 1:15-23



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 10th

oh come, let us worship and 
bow down; let us kneel before 
the lord, our maker! for he is 
our god, and we are the people 
of his pasture, and the sheep 
of his hand. today, if you hear 
his voice, do not harden your 
hearts, as at meribah, as on the 
day at massah in the wilder-
ness, when your fathers put me 
to the test and put me to the 
proof, though they had seen my 
work. psalm 95:6-9

T his Psalm is quite often used as 
a call to worship in our worship 

services.  And rightfully so.  It includes 
themes of thanksgiving, creation, wor-
ship, dependence, and warning—all 
bound in this wonderfully crafted pic-
ture of who God is and why we wor-
ship Him.  When we come before Him, 
the appropriate response is always hu-
mility.  He is a great God and worthy 
of our praise.  We are his people and 
bring nothing but our sins to the table.  
As the Israelites wandered in the wil-
derness they often forgot God’s good-
ness to them and turned to themselves.  
Which is a huge temptation for us as 
well.  The Psalm tells us to “not harden 
our hearts, as at Meribah.”  This brings 
us back to the wilderness where Moses 

was commanded to speak to the 
rock and it would yield water to 
drink.  Yet Moses tries to go a 
few steps further and strikes the 
rock twice.  He simply strug-
gled to trust.  We are more like 
Moses than we would like to 
think.  How many times has the 
Lord proved Himself good to us 
only to forget all of that because 
of a hard circumstance?  Let us 
not harden our hearts by forget-
ting all that God has done for 
us and trust Him this day as we 
seek to bring Him the glory that 
he deserves.

prayer

God, I praise you for loving me 
more than I deserve.  Thank you 
for being a faithful God despite 
my own unfaithfulness.  Help 
me to listen to your Word and 
know that it is good for me.  In 
Christ’s holy name. Amen.

readings for march 10

Psalm 95

Exodus 16:9-21

Ephes. 2:11-22



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 11th

readings for march 11

Psalm 95

Exodus 16:27-35

John 4:1-6

march 12th

readings for march 12

Exodus 17:1-7

Psalm 95

Romans 5:1-11

John 4:5-42



march 13th

and th is  i s  love, that we walk 
according to h is  command-
ments;  th is  i s  the command-
ment, just as you have heard 
from the beginning, so that 
you should walk in it . for 
many dece ivers have gone out 
into the world, those who do 
not confess the coming of je-
sus chr ist in the flesh. such 
a one is  the dece iver and the 
ant ichr ist.  watch yourselves, 
so that you may not lose what 
we have worked for, but may 
win a full reward.  john 1:6-8

I     have been writing a curriculum 
through John’s epistles for some 

ministries in our church and have spent 
a lot of time thinking about this partic-
ular passage. John opens with his mes-
sage directed to the ‘elect lady and her 
children.’ This elect lady refers to the 
church and her congregation, which 
is fitting because the church is often 
described in feminine language (see 
Ephesians 5 & Revelation 21:9).  Jesus 
loves his bride and wants them cared 
for and protected.  John writes to her re-
joicing that some have remained faith-
ful to their calling to Christ. However, 
he is concerned that there are those in 
her midst that are teaching falsehood 

and her congregation is at risk of being 
influenced by that teaching. One of the 
things I love about this passage is the 
deep love and concern that John has for 
the bride of Christ. He wants them to 
abide in the love of Christ and one of 
the benefits of this is accountability in 
the community of faith. These encour-
agements and warnings come from 
a heart to see this ‘elect lady and her 
children’ grow in their knowledge and 
experience of Jesus so that they can 
spot these false teachings and live in 
the faithful love of her savior. We need 
people like this in our lives that will not 
just encourage us, but seek to challenge 
us and point us toward Christ.

prayer

Lord, please help me to not neglect the 
benefits of having others in my life.  
I need community and ask that you 
would continue to put people in my life 
that care for me the way that you care 
for your church.  In the precious name 
of Jesus. 

readings for march 13

Psalm 81

Genesis 24:1-27

2 John 1:1-13

for notes,  thoughts, 
prayers,  reflect ions
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for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 14th

but my people d id not l isten 
to my voice;  i srael would not 
submit to me. so i  gave them 
over to the ir stubborn hearts, 
to follow the ir own counsels.  
oh, that my people would l is -
ten to me, that israel would 
walk in my ways!  
psalm 81:11-13

A s a parent of small children, I 
live in this constant tension of 

having to repeat myself often.  And if 
I am being honest, I struggle with dis-
playing patience as I do so.  Children 
(and adults!) need constant reminders 
because of our sin and need for redemp-
tion.  Asaph begins this Psalm with a 
reminder to worship God for all he has 
done.  He gives tangible pictures in the 
first seven verses of times and ways 
that God has been consistently faith-
ful to his people.  Then we have this 
beautifully mysterious word ‘Selah’, 
which many see as a pause or transition 
to help us stop and reflect. After doing 
this he gives the reason why we need to 
be reminded of God’s faithfulness.  In 
verse 8 we are told, “Hear, O my peo-
ple, while I admonish you!  O Israel, if 
you would but listen to me!”  Just as 
a parent asks a child to listen to them, 

only to have to keep asking 
them…the Lord asks us to lis-
ten to his voice.  And isn’t he so 
patient with us?  Even with his 
people’s stubbornness, He still 
pursues.  Oftentimes we have 
to be given over to that stub-
bornness for a time so that we 
might be brought to the end of 
our rope and finally listen to the 
voice of our Heavenly Father.  
In this voice, he tells us that he 
will “feed you with the finest of 
the wheat, and with honey from 
the rock I would satisfy you.”

prayer

Heavenly Father, please help me 
to worship you for all you have 
done.  Help me to listen to the 
sound of your voice.  Help me to 
repent of my sin and turn to you 
daily for all my needs.  In the 
precious name of Jesus. Amen.

readings for march 14

Psalm 81

Genesis 29:1-14

1 Corinthians 10:1-4



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 15th

i  was mute and s i lent;  i  held 
my peace to no avail ,  and my 
d istress grew worse.

psalm 39:2

Jeremiah laments the disobedience of 
God’s people.  He spends much time 

telling us how they have turned from 
Him.  And he gives us a picture at the 
end of this passage that describes what 
is going on here.  He tells us that they 
had made “cisterns” out of idolatry and 
immorality thinking that the pleasures 
of sin could satisfy their deepest needs. 
It is not surprising that the people of 
Judah found these cisterns were bro-
ken.  It is not that they held water for a 
while and then broke…they never held 
any water in the first place!  They were 
broken from the day they were built 
because they were made from broken 
hearts and filled with broken desires.  
They could never satisfy the spiritual 
thirst that they so desperately need-
ed.  This is true of everything that we 
seek fulfillment in apart from the Lord.  
Only God Himself can fulfill that thirst.  
What is it that so easily grabs our at-
tention that we think will bring us true 
joy? Physical things? Relationships?  

Status? These ‘cisterns’ will 
never hold water.  Jesus tells us 
in John 4:13-14, “Anyone who 
drinks this water will soon be-
come thirsty again.  But those 
who drink the water I give will 
never be thirsty again.”  Let us 
find our thirst quenched by the 
one who promises to satisfy.

prayer

Gracious Lord, reveal in me the 
things that I look to for joy, sat-
isfaction, and acceptance that 
are apart from you.  Help me 
to trust that you are enough to 
satisfy my deepest longings and 
needs.  In the wonderful name 
of Christ my savior.  Amen.

readings for march 15

Psalm 81

Jeremiah 2:4-13

John 7:14-31, 37-39



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 16th

the lord is  my shepherd; i  shall 
not want. psalm 23:1

T he image of shepherd tells us 
a lot about who God is. In that 

agricultural culture - they would have 
known that a shepherd is faithful. A 
shepherd has to live with the sheep 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Not only 
that, the work of a shepherd is lowly 
work. Being a shepherd in many ways 
was an unpleasant assignment - it was 
dirty, dangerous, tiring. Normally the 
youngest, least significant member of 
the family was assigned the task of 
shepherd. God’s character is to be one 
who tenderly nourishes, guides, and 
protects his people. God is faithful. 
He is willing to engage in the humble 
task of watching over his sheep. This 
is the God that we worship. One who 
is sovereign yet intimate. One who 
controls all things, yet isn’t scared to 
get involved in the mess of this world 
and our lives. Have you ever thought 
of God in that way before? As one who 
you don’t have to clean up for - he is 
with you in your best and your worst 
moments - and he cares for you. When 
you’re lonely he is there beside you - 

when you’re sad he is there to 
comfort you - when you’re joy-
ful he is there rejoicing with 
you. The God of the Bible is 
one who isn’t too good to get 
involved with the messes we 
make in our lives. He is a shep-
herd who tenderly cares for his 
sheep.

prayer

Lord, thank you for being such 
a wise and loving shepherd. I 
praise you for continually nour-
ishing, guiding, and protecting 
me. Help me to trust more deep-
ly in your tender care. Amen. 

readings for march 16

Psalm 23

1 Samuel 15:10-21

Ephesians 4:25-32



march 17th

h e  m a k e s  m e  l i e  d o w n  i n 
g r e e n  pa s t u r e s .  h e  l e a d s  m e 
b e s i d e  s t i l l  w at e r s .  h e  r e -
s t o r e s  m y  s o u l . ” 

psalm 23:2-3

J ust like sheep, you and I are depen-
dent creatures. However, this isn’t 

how we normally live. We’re a group 
of people who like to think we can take 
care of things; if there’s a problem we 
can fix it. But the Bible doesn’t let us 
get away with that. It turns our para-
digms of self-sufficiency upside down. 
It reminds us that we’re needy - that 
we’re dependent - that we can’t help 
ourselves. The fact that we’re sheep 
also means that we need and constant-
ly look for people and things to care 
and provide for us. It’s how we were 
created. We demand security and rest.  
The problem  is that we often look to 
things to provide that security and rest 
that will never work. We look to false 
shepherds. We crave rest, life, safety 
- all of the things that the Good Shep-
herd provides. But we look to satisfy 
those cravings with counterfeit shep-
herds - with things like prestige, con-
trol, comfort, approval. We think—if 

I just accomplish the next career goal, 
then I’ll have rest; if I just get enough 
people to like me then I’ll have life; if 
I just earn enough money then I’ll be 
safe. These are our counterfeit shep-
herds. And they won’t satisfy our needs 
and desires the way we demand. These 
shepherds all turn back when we walk 
through the dark valleys—leaving us 
alone. There is only one shepherd who 
can give us true rest, true life, true se-
curity - it’s the Lord. Who is your shep-
herd? We are the sheep that desperately 
need this Good Shepherd that Psalm 23 
describes. We are dependent. We are 
needy. We are spiritually dumb. We are 
liable to wander off and ruin our lives 
without a proper shepherd. We need to 
be rescued by someone who is commit-
ted to our well being - by someone who 
loves us. False shepherds don’t really 
care about us. But the Good Shepherd 
does. 

prayer

Lord, help me to find satisfaction and 
fulfillment in you alone. You’re my 
good Shepherd who cares about me. 
Help me to follow you into green pas-
tures and beside still waters. Amen.

readings for march 17

Psalm 23

1 Samuel 15:22-31

Ephesians 5:1-9
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readings for march 18

Psalm 23

1 Samuel 15:32-34

John 1:1-9

march 19th

readings for march 19

1 Samuel 16:1-13

Psalm 23

Ephesians 5:8-14

John 9:1-41



march 20th

at once he began to preach in 
the synagogues that jesus is 
the son of god.  

acts 9:20

C onversion is not just for us! The 
change in our life is meant to 

affect other people. Other’s are meant 
to see a converted life and begin to 
wonder how that could be possible. A 
converted life is meant to be a pow-
erful apologetic to a watching world. 
Change is meant to affect other people. 
Conversion is meant to transform the 
people you’re around—your work con-
text, your family, the neighborhoods 
you’re a part of. And it’s not always 
easy. Jesus actually cautions us that it 
won’t be easy—following him—reach-
ing others with the message of Jesus’ 
love will cost us something. You have 
to step back for a minute and consider 
Paul’s conversion—and what it meant 
for his life - what it cost him. In coming 
to know and trust in Jesus—Paul likely 
loses relationship with all his relatives, 
friends, colleagues. He was advancing 
beyond his peers—and he loses it all in 
one fell swoop. He was on his way to 
the top of his world—and it all comes 

crashing down. He was about to enjoy 
all of life’s pleasures—the ones that 
only the wealthy and well connected 
get to enjoy—and here on the road to 
Damascus - it’s all gone. Now, know-
ing what it cost to follow Jesus, do we 
ever hear Paul say: “And sometimes I 
wonder if I did the right thing —some-
times I wonder if it was worth it.” If 
you were to flip forward in your Bible 
to the book of Philippians—in chapter 
3—you’d hear Paul in his own words 
reflecting on what he lost. He reflects 
on the life he left behind—with all 
the accolades—and says: “Whatever 
were gains to me I now consider loss 
for the sake of Christ. What is more, 
I consider everything a loss because 
of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake 
I have lost all things. I consider them 
garbage, that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him.”

prayer

Jesus, I pray that you would be more 
attractive in my estimation than any-
thing this world has to offer. Use me 
to point others to your goodness and 
grace. Amen. 

readings for march 20

Psalm 146

Isaiah 59:9-19

Acts 9:1-20

for notes,  thoughts, 
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and i will lead the blind in a way 
that they do not know, in paths 
that they have not known i will 
guide them. iwill turn the dark-
ness before them into light, the 
rough places into level ground. 
these are the things i do, and i 
do not forsake them.

i sa iah 42:16

I n chapter 42, Isaiah is looking for-
ward to renewal of the universe—

when it will be as God always intend-
ed. When God will usher in shalom, 
or universal flourishing. And Isaiah’s 
readers would have longed for this day 
—because they weren’t experiencing it 
at all when Isaiah was writing. In fact, 
instead of light, what they were expe-
riencing was darkness and oppression 
due to their poor decisions. They were 
sitting in darkness due to their sin. And 
it’s into the darkness that the Servant of 
the Lord comes to bring light and turn 
the rough places into level ground—we 
see the shalom that the Servant of the 
Lord bring in when Isaiah describes the 
Servant as one who will come to open 
the eyes of the blind, to bring prison-
ers from the dungeon, and to bring 
people out of darkness. And if we’re 

honest, this is what we need 
even now—to have our eyes 
open to the beauty of Jesus—
we need to be set free from our 
sinful habits and decisions that 
have led us further and further 
into slavery—we need God to 
turn the rough places into level 
ground—we need to be brought 
out of the darkness we’ve cre-
ated. And God is the only One 
who can make those things 
happen, and He promises to do 
those things for us.

prayer

Lord I pray that you would open 
my eyes to see your beauty and 
that I would walk in the light of 
your glory and promises today.

readings for march 21

Psalm 146

Isaiah 42:14-21

Colossians 1:9-14



march 22nd

put not your trust in pr inc-
es,  in a son of man, in whom 
there is  no salvat ion.

psalm 146:3

We can truly have rest as we 
learn to trust more in the God 

who provides all that we need - even 
in the midst of life’s uncertainties and 
disappointments. God is a rock and a 
fortress that can be trusted. But you 
know that trusting the Lord to provide 
and to rescue us is anything but simple. 
The problem is that you and I look to 
other things for salvation - for rescue. 
We are prone to trust in other rocks and 
fortresses. Sure, we say that we trust in 
God alone - but we functionally live 
in ways that reveal that we trust oth-
ers gods in our lives alongside the true 
God. And it’s important to recognize 
that we don’t completely forget God - 
no. He’s still a part of the picture. Our 
problem is not that we don’t trust God - 
it’s that we’re prone to add other things 
to our trust. We add on to our trust of 
God - by trusting other rocks and for-
tresses alongside Him. And we know 
the usual suspects - money, health, job 
security, marital connection, talent, 

kids and family. These are all good 
things - and as long as we experience 
these things in good measure, we feel 
secure. Money can be a pretty strong 
rock, it can make us feel secure. But 
what happens when the job ends or 
the market crashes? Health can be a 
fortress, it can make us feel invinci-
ble. But what happens when the doc-
tor finds something concerning during 
a routine visit? As we trust these false 
gods, we’re asking them to provide 
things they aren’t strong enough to 
give. They may deliver for a while 
but they can’t bring lasting peace 
and security. It could all collapse in 
a second. As we rely on these fragile 
“princes”, we’re really the ones who 
are making things happen. And as 
we falsely believe that we have con-
trol in life, we’ll never have true rest. 
The psalmist shows us who he trusts 
in the midst of life’s difficulties and 
uncertainties. God alone is psalmist’s 
rock and salvation - his fortress - his 
refuge. The psalmist relies not in his 
resources, not in his talents, not in his 
political standing - but in God alone.

prayer

Lord, you are my rock and my for-
tress. I place my trust in you alone 

knowing that you’re the only 
One who can bring the rescue I 
desperately need. Amen.

readings for march 22

Psalm 146

Isaiah 60:17-22

Matthew 9:27-34
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if you, o lord, should mark in-
iquities, o lord, who could 
stand? but with you there is 
forgiveness,  that you may be 
feared. psalm 130:3-4

We see from this psalm that 
when confronted with the 

depths of his life, the psalmist is driven 
to God. We see in verses 3 and 4 that the 
psalmist approaches God and instead 
of condemnation what he finds is one 
who is gracious and loving. One who 
is eager to forgive. This is the kind of 
person we can come to in the midst of 
the depths. I once had a seminary pro-
fessor say, “There are some things you 
can only say to the Lord because he’s 
the only one that can bear that much 
reality.” In the midst of the depths, 
the psalmist reminds himself of God’s 
character. He meditates on who God is 
in the midst of his despair. Reminding 
himself that God is one who cares for 
and loves his people. What else could 
the psalmist do? Where else could he 
go? I am reminded in John 6 when peo-
ple are deserting Jesus because of his 
hard teachings. He turns to his 12 clos-
est disciples and asks, “Do you want to 
go away as well?” And Peter answered 
for them, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal 
life.” The psalmist found him-
self in the depths of his sin and 
the effects of sin in this world. 
It would have been easy to give 
up or feel sorry for himself or 
blame others. But instead he 
calls out to God who can rescue 
- the God who offers forgive-
ness and fresh starts. Self-help 
is no answer to those of us who 
find ourselves in the depths. We 
have to have One who can reach 
down into the depths and pull us 
out. When you’re in the depths 
you need someone from outside 
the depths to come and rescue 
you - to pull you out. In a very 
real sense - that’s what God 
does for the psalmist - and it’s 
what he promises to do for us. 

prayer

Lord I praise you that you have 
the words of eternal life and that 
you rescued me from the depths 
of my sin. Help me to live as 
your forgiven child today. 

readings for march 23

Psalm 130

Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:8-3:3

Revelation 10:1-11



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 24th

t h e n t h e s e v e n t h a n g e l  b l e w 
h i s  t r u m p e t ,  a n d t h e r e  w e r e 
l o u d v o i c e s  i n  h e av e n,  s ay i n g, 
“t h e k i n g d o m o f t h e w o r l d 
h a s b e c o m e t h e k i n g d o m o f 
o u r l o r d a n d o f h i s  ch r i s t , 
a n d h e s h a l l  r e i g n f o r e v e r 
a n d e v e r.  revelat ion 11:15

D id you know, at this very mo-
ment, that your body is circu-

lating around 5 million red blood cells 
through your veins? These cells are 
responsible for delivering oxygen and 
carrying away carbon dioxide so that 
your entire body can function proper-
ly. Without red blood cells we die, but 
fortunately, our bodies are constantly 
replenishing our supply without any 
conscious effort of our own. It is an un-
seen biological process that undergirds 
our physical existence despite whatever 
physical challenges we face. We can of-
ten look at the chaos in the world and 
think that we will be consumed by it. 
When we witness the war in Ukraine, 
see political strife in our own nation, 
observe another instance of police bru-
tality, or perceive the sin in our own 
hearts, we find ourselves asking “Where 
is God? How will this be made right?” 

Without God, we have no hope, 
but gloriously, the book of Rev-
elation pulls back the curtain to 
show us the Kingdom of God 
that stands behind the kingdom 
of this world. The unseen real-
ity that God is at work to save 
sinners holds us up and gives us 
hope that, “The kingdom of the 
world has become the kingdom 
of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and he shall reign forever and 
ever.”

prayer

Lord help me to believe that 
your Kingdom is what is most 
real despite what I see. Help me 
stand firm in faith even as I wait 
on your glorious return. Amen.

readings for march 24

Psalm 130

Ezekiel 33:10-16

Revelation 11:15-19



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 25th

readings for march 25

Psalm 130

Ezekiel 36:8-15

Luke 24:44-53

march 26th

readings for march 26

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Psalm 130

Romans 8:6-11

John 11:1-45



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 27th

“she sa id to el i jah, ‘what do 
you have against me, man of 
god? d id you come to remind 
me of my s in and k ill  my son?’”

i  k ings 17:18

D o you sometimes hold your 
breath when you experience the 

kindness of God, and think, “When 
is the other shoe going to drop?” For 
the widow of Zarephath, it must have 
felt like the other shoe had fallen. The 
prophet Elijah had just shown up at 
her doorstep, and saved both her and 
her son when their grain was about to 
run out. “Why would the God of Israel 
show kindness to me, a foreign pagan 
woman?” She must have thought. But 
now her son was dead, and she was 
in a worse place than she was before. 
In the ancient world, a widow with no 
sons was as good as dead. Beyond the 
grief of losing her son, it seemed the 
road before her was one of misery and 
despair. “This man of God has shown 
up to bring me the judgment I deserve.” 
But time and time again, we see in the 
Bible that God cares for the widow, the 
orphan and the foreigner. In the place 
of our greatest need, is the place where 

he delights to show up. And in a 
miraculous way, God shows up 
big time for this woman by rais-
ing her son back to life through 
Elijah. God brings life out of 
death, and we can have hope 
of this because of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.

prayer

In my darkest moments, Lord, 
help me to remember that you 
have not forgotten me. Give me 
hope, through Jesus, that you 
bring life out of death. Amen. 

readings for march 27

Psalm 143

1 Kings 17:17-24

Acts 20:7-12
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i  stretch out my hands to you; 
my soul th irsts for you l ike a 
parched land.

psalm 143:6

When you’re hiking the icon-
ic Devil’s Backbone Ridge 

in the middle of the Texas Summer 
heat, one thing you do not forget to 
do is drink plenty of water. So it was 
preached to my Boy Scout Troop be-
fore embarking the Death March at 
Summer Camp. Not only was there 
the threat of dehydration, but there 
was also the threat of not having the 
strength to complete the march itself. 
We were told that one unfortunate soul 
had to be carried back to camp for fail-
ing to drink enough water beforehand. 
These warnings served their purpose to 
keep us hydrated while hiking through 
the beautiful but parched Hill Country 
landscape. Spiritually speaking, we 
are always a thirsty people. We have a 
deep thirst for God in our hearts, but 
because of our sin, we are constantly 
seeking to satisfy our thirst in other 
things. It’s like drinking a coke on the 
Death March. It tastes better than wa-
ter, but it only dehydrates you further 

and keeps you from completing 
the March. The christian life 
is a march home to the Father 
through a parched land. Only 
the living water of Jesus will 
get us there. So especially in 
desperate times, God calls us to 
forsake our idols and stretch out 
our hands in faith to take hold 
of his Son. 

prayer

Gracious Father, in hard times, 
help me to forsake the poison of 
false gods, and help me to drink 
deeply of living water that you 
offer us through Jesus. Amen

readings for march 28

Psalm 143

2 Kings 4:18-37

Ephesians 2:1-10
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and as for the resurrection of 
the dead, have you not read 
what was said to you by god: 
’ i  am the god of abraham, and 
the god of isaac, and the god 
of jacob?’ he is not god of the 
dead, but of the l iv ing.  

matthew 22:31

D eath is just part of life.” Maybe 
you’ve heard this common re-

frain from a family member, a friend 
or on one of your favorite tv series. We 
don’t like death, but we are powerless 
to stop it. So when we are faced with it, 
we try to rationalize it or make it seem 
more comfortable. We trick ourselves 
into thinking that if it’s just natural so 
we don’t have to feel bad when it hap-
pens. The Sadducees had even given 
up hope on the resurrection from the 
dead, since something like that seems 
to good to be true. They sought to 
mock Jesus for holding such beliefs 
with their question. But the main prob-
lem with the Sadducees was not their 
denial of the resurrection but that they 
neither understood God’s Word and his 
power as Jesus points out. They sought 
to put God in a box and limit what they 
thought he could do. And in their pride, 

they failed to understand what 
God has to say about himself: 
“He is the God of the living, 
and not the dead.” Death is 
actually unnatural, and it’s the 
very problem that Jesus came 
to solve. We should never be 
comfortable with death because 
Jesus’ resurrection proves a day 
is coming where death will be 
no more. 

prayer

Lord, in life and in death I be-
long to you because of Jesus. 
May the hope of the resurrec-
tion give me joy in living for 
you this day. 

readings for march 29

Psalm 143

Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41

Matthew 22:23-33
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be gracious to me, o lord, for 
i  am in d istress;  my eye is  wast-
ed from gr ief;  my soul and my 
body also. 

psalm 31:9

Have you ever felt like you just 
need to put on a happy face be-

fore God when you don’t feel like 
it? Have you ever felt like you were 
struggling with your faith because you 
were not seemingly happy like other 
Christians around you? I know I have, 
and if you have been there too, there 
is good news. God welcomes our sad-
ness, grief and pain. He already know 
that it is there, and he wants us to bring 
it to Him. Sadness is just as real as joy 
in the Christian life. We find the whole 
range of human emotion and experi-
ence in the Psalms, including those that 
are hard. We see that here in Psalm 31 
while also seeing that it is our sadness 
that helps us to know God as gracious. 
And that is so counterintuitive! To 
quote my friend Jim Pocta, “sadness 
moves our stories forward in ways that 
joy can’t.” Sadness leads us to depen-
dence on God, and in dependence we 
come to learn that he is gracious. Jesus 

himself was a man of sorrows. 
At the cross, he was crushed for 
our sin that has brought sadness 
to this world. But by his resur-
rection Jesus is making every 
sad thing come untrue. We can 
trust Jesus with our sadness. 

prayer

Father, thank you for welcom-
ing us in our sadness. In our 
sadness, teach us to depend on 
your grace that we find in Jesus. 
Amen

readings for march 30

Psalm 31:9-16

1 Samuel 16:11-13

Philippians 1:1-11



march 31st

yes, and i will rejoice, for i 
know that through your prayers 
and the help of the spirit of je-
sus christ this will turn out for 
my deliverance, as it is my ea-
ger expectation and hope that i 
will not be at all ashamed, but 
that with full courage now as 
always christ will be honored 
in my body, whether by life or 
by death. for to me to live is 
christ, and to die is gain.

phil ipp ians 1:18-21

Have you ever faced a dilem-
ma where you had two options 

where both had risks and rewards?  Our 
passage today deals with Paul’s great 
dilemma.  In verse 21 he writes, “For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  
Paul lives in great uncertainty as he 
writes this from jail.  To live means that 
he has an opportunity to continue to 
proclaim Christ.  However this comes 
at the risk of further suffering in this 
world.  To die would be gain because he 
would be with his Savior. However that 
means death, which in his case came at 
great pain and suffering. For you and 
I, life is full of dilemmas. We handle 
dilemmas by what define us the most.  
What is most important to us will guide 

us.  Paul’s encouragement to us here is 
to have Christ be the ‘true-north’ that 
guides us in everything. In life and in 
death, Jesus is everything. And the 
beautiful thing for the Christian is that 
death is not the end of the story.  So as 
we go through the ups and downs, the 
good days and bad days, and the joys 
and sufferings of life, we face them 
with confidence because Jesus is right 
there with us. And on top of that we 
have other believers that are right in 
it with us as we are a community that 
lives life together.  Let our manner of 
life be worthy of the gospel of Christ!

prayer

Heavenly Father, please help me to 
rest in you in the dilemmas of life.  
Show me your grace in the hard things 
and the good things.  Help me to walk 
alongside others as they seek to honor 
you.  In Christ’s name.  Amen.

readings for march 31

Psalm 31:9-16

Job 13:13-19

Philippians 1:21-30
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readings for apr il  1

Psalm 31:9-16

Lamentations 3:55-66

Mark 10:32-34

april 2nd

readings for apr il  2

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Matthew 21:1-11

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Matthew 26:14-27:66



april 3rd

a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a faintly burning 
wick he will not quench; he 
will faithfully bring forth jus-
t ice… i sa iah 42:3

T his passage from Isaiah is 
prophesying about Jesus. It says, 

“he will faithfully bring forth justice.” 
Jesus is faithful to do whatever it takes 
to right the wrongs of injustice. No 
matter how much pressure to go in the 
other direction, he will not break. He 
is pictured as a reed someone is trying 
to twist and break, but he will not be 
broken. How easily we let things slide 
in our world when we see something 
that is wrong — but not Jesus. While 
on earth, Jesus taught about justice 
and demonstrated what living a just 
life should look like. As the suffering 
servant of Isaiah Jesus brings forth jus-
tice for his people by dying for them 
on the cross. Our sins had to be paid 
for. God’s justice demanded it. But 
because of God’s great love for us, 
Christ endured the punishment for us 
and freed us from this debt. In the face 
of our own sins, Jesus’ justice means 
mercy for us. When Jesus comes again 
as a conquering king, he will judge the 

world and hold accountable all 
those who have mistreated his 
people. He will remember and 
make right all wrongs. We do 
not need to fear our enemies or 
demand revenge. He will deal 
with them and secure justice for 
his people.

prayer

Lord, thank you that Jesus’ 
commitment to justice means 
mercy for me. He paid the price 
I could never pay. Amen.

readings for apr il  3

Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 36:5-11

Hebrews 9:11-15

John 12:1-11
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for the word of the cross is 
folly to those who are perish-
ing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of god .
i  corinthians 1:18

Most of the world thinks Jesus 
and the message of the cross is 

foolishness. This message says, “There 
is something terribly wrong with each 
of us, and we can’t do anything about 
it. The consequence of our dilemma is 
eternal alienation from God and all that 
is good and beautiful. The solution: Be-
lieve that a 33-year-old homeless Jew-
ish rabbi is the Son of God and savior 
of the world. He died naked on a cross, 
betrayed and deserted by his closest 
friends with no one of political or reli-
gious significance following him in his 
lifetime. But if you believe he is who 
he says he is, put your trust in him, and 
ask him to forgive you of not only your 
sinful acts, but the innate wickedness 
of your own heart, he will forgive you 
and make you part of God’s family.” 
The world sees this message as offen-
sive, shocking, and (at best) too good 
to be to be true. People don’t like to 
be told there’s something wrong with 
them. They think they are just fine, and 

if there’s a problem, they can fix 
it themselves. Is this you? But 
if you’re honest with yourself, 
you know the message of the 
cross is true. “Because my heart 
is bent towards unkindness, 
selfishness, and contempt for 
others, I deserved God’s wrath 
on the cross – not Jesus. And if 
someone doesn’t save me, I’m 
lost.” Thank God for Jesus who 
at the cross saved wretches like 
you and me. Despite what the 
world thinks, he is the power of 
God for salvation, and we rest 
and rejoice in him. 

prayer

Lord, thank you that Jesus came 
into the world to die on a cross 
to save sinners like me. He is 
my hope, my joy, and my salva-
tion. Amen. 

readings for apr il  4

Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 71:1-14

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

John 12:20-36



april 5th

therefore, s ince we are sur-
rounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and s in which 
cl ings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking 
to jesus…
hebrews 2:1-2

I n chapter 11 the writer of Hebrews 
recounts the stories of faithful be-

lievers from the past. He tells us about 
Abraham, Moses, Rahab, David, and 
many more. In chapter 12 the writer 
shifts his attention from those who al-
ready ran the race and fixes his gaze 
upon us. We too, like the saints of old, 
are followers of Christ. How will we re-
spond? Will we be faithful? Will we en-
dure in the face of trouble? Will we lay 
aside the things that distract us from God 
and fight against the sins that so easily 
entangle us? Those who have gone be-
fore us are watching. They are the cloud 
of witnesses he refers to in verse 1. It is a 
beautiful but searching passage. Frank-
ly, it is intimidating. How do we do this? 
Thankfully, the answer is right there in 
the text. We live for Christ not by our 
own power and strength, but by keeping 
our eyes on Him. He is your strength and 

for notes,  thoughts, 
prayers,  reflect ions

+ space

salvation. Look to him, pray to 
him, and he will sustain you as 
you follow him on this journey. 

prayer

Lord, thank you that Christ 
would endure the cross for me. 
Give me the courage to follow 
him, and the humility to lean on 
him. Amen. 

readings for apr il  5

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 70

Hebrews 12:1-3

John 13:21-32
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i  love the lord, because he has 
heard my voice and my pleas for 
mercy. because he inclined his 
ear to me, therefore i  will call 
on him as long as i  l ive.

psalm 116:1-21

For most of my life I have functioned 
under the assumption that if some-

one does something kind or generous for 
me, I should not ask for anything else. 
“Leave them alone, do not bother them, 
they have done enough.” But as I have 
grown older, I have discovered that my 
assumption was wrong. Those who give 
the most of their time and resources are 
typically the most invested. They don’t 
want less contact and information, they 
want more. And typically their generosity 
is just getting started. This passage tells 
us that God is only just getting started 
with the blessing and the help he has to 
offer. The Psalmist says that because God 
has helped him through one great trouble, 
he will go to him again and again as long 
as he lives. The Psalms, while prayers, 
are also instructive. God has not helped 
us because he wants us to “go away,” but 
because he wants to be the main source 
of help and the first person we go to in 
times of trouble. Friend, you cannot both-

er God or pester him too much 
with your problems. Romans 
8:32 says that if he did not spare 
his son for us, will he not gra-
ciously give us all things? Go to 
him again and again. 

prayer

Lord, I thank you that you are 
generous, and you want me 
to come to you in my trouble 
and need. I confess and repent 
that I think I can solve all my 
problems on my own. Give me 
humility, so I can receive the 
blessing of you. Amen. 

readings for apr il  6

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

John 13:1-17, 31b-35
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but he was p ierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed 
for our iniquit ies; the punish-
ment that brought us peace was 
upon him, and by his wounds we 
are healed

i sa iah 53:5

Is there any verse that juxtaposes the 
horror of the cross with the glory and 

joy of the cross like Isaiah 53:5? The 
innocent, sinless, righteous, holy, kind, 
and generous Son of God was crushed, 
pierced, and punished all because of you 
and me. Our sin was the burden he bore. 
Our shame covered him as he was na-
ked on that cross. Our iniquities brought 
the Father’s wrath down upon him. The 
result: peace and healing for you and 
me. A door was opened into the life of 
God which by definition is eternal life… 
true life… real life. And it is only found 
in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
Lord, give me eyes to see, ears to hear, 
and lips to proclaim your greatness, 
love, and glory to myself and the entire 
world! 

prayer

 I praise you Lord, Jesus. Thank 
you that you would give your-
self for a sinner like me. I owe 
you everything. My heart be-
longs to you. Do with me as you 
please. Amen. 

readings for apr il  7

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25

John 18:1-19:42
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readings for apr il  8

Job 14:1-14

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16

1 Peter 4:1-8

Matthew 27:57-66




