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b u t  g r o w i n  t h e  g r a c e  a n d k n o w l e d g e  o f  o u r  l o r d  a n d 
s av i o r  j e s u s  c h r i s t .  t o  h i m  b e  t h e  g l o ry  b o t h  n o w a n d t o 
t h e  d ay  o f  e t e r n i t y .  a m e n.
i i  peter 3:18

M  y earliest childhood memories of Lent were most informed by Mc-
Donald’s, King Cakes, Mardi Gras parades, and Doubloons (af-

fectionately pronounced “Deblooms” for those of us who didn’t know any 
better). I grew up on the MS Gulf Coast close to New Orleans and had a ton 
of Catholic friends. On Friday’s when we had an away high school baseball 
game, they would always order Filet-o-Fish off the menu, because they fast-
ed from meat on those Fridays during Lent. (As a side note, I thought fish 
was meat, but an older friend of mine also said that while chicken is food, 
it is definitely not meat. Brisket is meat.) Anyway, I didn’t think much of it 
at the time as I proceeded to order my regular: the two-cheeseburger meal 
with another quarter pounder. Over the years though, I’ve grown to appre-
ciate the long tradition of seasons in the Church. These are occasions when 
the Church can focus on specific aspects of the Christian faith, particularly 
focusing on Christ, in unique ways.  We celebrate Advent as a season of not 
only thanksgiving that Christ has come, but to ignite afresh our longing that 
He will come again. We celebrate Epiphany as we focus on the missional 
heart of God, the abundance of life we have in Christ, and the light of Christ 
as the light of the world.  We come now to the season of Lent. Our friend 

Joe Dentici summarizes the point well, “Lent is a season of owning that our 
flesh has a profound influence in our lives, and we are slower to repent than 
we want to admit. It’s not a season of self-flagellation, however. It calls us 
to repentance in pointed ways as we fly to the Lord Jesus.” While we do not 
believe that observing Lent is a biblical mandate, or even a mandate of the 
church, we believe that spiritual formation and spiritual disciplines in the 
Scriptures are a thing. Church seasons like Lent, for example, provide some 
definite structure in which we can corporately cultivate a deeper sense of 
our separation from God because of our sin, and at the same time a sense of 
Christ’s great sacrifice for us on the Cross, and His victory over the grave in 
the Resurrection. We hope this devotional aids you in this season to “grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Ben Hailey
Redeemer Presbyterian Church 



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 2nd

blow a trumpet in z ion; sound 
an alarm on my holy mountain! 
let all the inhab itants of of 
the land tremble,  for the day 
of the lord is  coming; it  i s 
near, a day of darkness and 
gloom, a day of clouds + th ick 
darkness.  joel 2:1-2

A s I was leaving the gym the oth-
er day, I found myself in the 

left turn lane behind approximately an 
‘89 Chevy Silverado truck, and on the 
back glass there was some lettering that 
read, “Evil may have its hour, but God 
will have his day.” And it just so hap-
pens that I was meditating on this Joel 
passage. “The day of the Lord” occu-
pies a central place in Joel’s prophecy.  
Contextually he’s telling God’s people 
to buckle up because the Babylonians 
are coming and so are a pile of locusts.  
It’s a day of judgment on God’s people 
for their blatant and flagrant disregard 
and disobedience of their covenant 
obligations, thereby becoming his en-
emies. It’s a dark day. But Joel’s proph-
ecy doesn’t stop there. After God has 
executed his judgment, he carves out 
a promise of salvation and of new life 
in the Spirit. For Christians we believe 

that the Cross is the fulfillment 
of the day of the Lord, as God 
judges our sin in Jesus Christ, 
and yet at the same time, that 
place of judgment is also our 
place of salvation. In this season 
of Lent, we are reminded of the 
power of our sinful flesh that put 
Jesus on the Cross and what it 
costs God to have us. And as we 
spend a little time contemplating 
our need for repentance, our joy 
grows as we see the depths of 
God’s love for us!

prayer

Lord, I don’t like to think about 
my sin, but as I articulate and 
confess my sin to you, show me 
the glory of the salvation that I 
have in Christ.  In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

readings for march 2

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Psalm 51:1-17

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

Matthew 6:1-6 16-21



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 3rd

go and get your straw your-
selves wherever you can f ind 
it ,  but your work will  not be 
reduced in the least…
exodus 5:11

G od’s covenant people were slaves 
in Egypt. And God decided it 

was time to deliver his people from 
their bondage, so he called Moses and 
Aaron to go to Pharaoh and proclaim 
those famous words “Let my people 
go” (5:1). But what did Pharaoh do?  
He threw a fit and kicked it up a notch, 
intensifying the work for those Hebrew 
slaves. God’s people were confused 
and mad at Moses and Aaron. “Task-
master” is a word that is used again and 
again in this passage, reinforcing the 
idea that God’s people were enslaved, 
not free, and that their enslavement was 
harsh. As we fast forward to the New 
Testament, the story of the deliverance 
of God’s people from enslavement in 
Egypt is a very prominent controlling 
motif for how we understand the na-
ture of our relationship with sin. Sin is 
a harsh taskmaster. Sin is slavery.  We 
are born in sin. We need freedom from 
our sin, and God is the only one who 

can deliver us. It takes us admit-
ting the weakness of our own 
flesh to overcome our sin, and 
admitting our complicitness in 
our slavish ways. Have you felt 
the harsh power of sin? Have 
you felt the slavery of sin? Con-
fess your weakness before the 
Lord, and rest in his deliverance 
at the Cross for you. 

prayer

Lord, we are often naive about 
not only sin’s deceptive pow-
er, but its harsh slavery. Help 
us appropriate the power of sin 
and the power of  your deliver-
ance in Christ. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

readings for march 3

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Exodus 5:10-23

Acts 7:30-34



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 4th

moreover, i  have heard the 
groaning of the people of is -
rael whom the egypt ians hold 
as slaves,  and i  have remem-
bered my covenant.
exodus 6:5

G od decided before the founda-
tion of the world to redeem a 

people for himself (Ephesians 1:4). 
I don’t know how to explain that ex-
actly or exhaustively. I don’t know 
what “before the foundation of the 
world” means exactly because my hu-
man brain can’t fully comprehend it. 
But I do know, once God has decid-
ed something, nothing and no one can 
stand in his way. We see his decisions 
before time began working out in real 
time in the Bible. Before Moses was 
ever around he promised to Abraham, 
Issac, and Jacob that he would bring 
his people into the promised land. 
And God delivers on his promises. 
This whole story is another picture 
and foreshadowing of our salvation in 
Christ, and the heart of that story lies 
in God’s determination to save a peo-
ple for himself and deliver us into the 
promised rest. As believers we have 
a true place of rest in Christ. Christ 

is our promised land, even as 
we await the consummation of 
that rest, when we dwell with 
him fully and bodily in the new 
heavens and new earth. Thanks 
be to God for his unwavering 
faithfulness to his promises.

prayer

Lord, we are Christians because 
of your sheer determination to 
love us.  You have drawn us to 
yourself with the gift of faith.  
Thank you that our promised 
rest depends upon you and not 
us. In Jesus’ name. Amen

readings for march 4

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Exodus 6:1-13

Acts 7:35-42



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space

march 5th

readings for march 5

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

 John 12:27-36

march 6th

readings for march 6

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Psalm 91:1-2,9-16

Romans 10:8b-13

Luke 4:1-13



march 7th

then satan stood against isra-
el and inc ited david to number 
israel.  i  chronicles 21:1

Well that came out of nowhere.  
This is the only occurrence 

of the word “Satan” in the entire Old 
Testament historical narrative. Other 
than here in 1 Chronicles, we see this 
description of him in the book of Job 
and Zechariah. The occurrence here 
in 1 Chronicles is frightening precise-
ly because he comes out of nowhere, 
doing what he often does, deceiving 
God’s people and calling them to 
distrust the Lord. You could say this 
was an Adam and Eve garden moment 
for David, but in this particular case 
it was about numbers. What’s wrong 
with taking a census? On the face of 
it, nothing really.  We need to set bud-
gets for common goods and services 
as well as ensuring proper represen-
tation in our branches of government. 
But in a theocracy where the King en-
joyed an explicit, fortressed security 
in God himself, it was an insult. By 
taking a census, specifically of “men 
who drew the sword,” David was call-
ing into question the security and pro-

for notes,  thoughts, 
prayers,  reflect ions

+ space

tection that God provided from David’s 
enemies, a security that had little to do 
with numbers really. Numbers. That’s 
what hit me about this passage. Am I 
trusting in how many people we have 
or don’t have in our church? Let’s rivet 
this more to our daily lives—How many 
times a day do you check your bank ac-
count(s)? Is there anything wrong with 
checking your bank account? On the 
face of it, nothing really. But are you 
looking to your bank account for secu-
rity? Yes, you are. All of us are. Let’s 
confess our sin of trusting in numbers 
for security rather than trusting in the 
Lord. 

prayer

Lord, help us believe again today, in the 
face of temptation, that we can trust you 
for all of our needs. Help us see that be-
cause we have you, we are rich, and if 
we have a pile of money but not you, we 
are poor. In Jesus’ name. Amen

readings for march 7

Psalm 17

1 Chronicles 21:1-17

1 John 2:1-6



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 8th

t h e n  h e  s h o w e d  m e  j o s h u a 
t h e  h i g h  p r i e s t  s ta n d i n g  b e -
f o r e  t h e  a n g e l  o f  t h e  l o r d , 
a n d  s ata n  s ta n d i n g  at  h i s 
r i g h t  h a n d  t o  a c c u s e  h i m .  

zechariah 3:1

T wo days in a row! There he is 
again! Yesterday, we saw Satan 

up to his regular old ways of deception. 
In this passage, we see another scheme 
of Satan—the use of accusation. I in-
vite you to read the rest of the passage. 
It’s a picture of God removing our sin, 
and thereby removing Satan’s basis 
for accusation, pointing forward to 
the work of the “Branch” (v.8).   Sam 
Storms says that one way you can dis-
tinguish between conviction from the 
Holy Spirit and accusations from Satan 
is that “Satan’s accusations are devoid 
of any reference to the sufficiency of the 
cross. Divine conviction for sin, on the 
other hand, comes with a reminder of 
the sufficiency and finality of Christ’s 
shed blood, together with a promise of 
hope and the joy of forgiveness.” Sin 
is not denied in this passage but rather 
exposed, confronted, disposed of, and 
replaced with a “clean turban,” sym-

bolizing the public declaration 
of purity, and again, a picture 
of the work of the “Branch” 
to come. The “Branch” is of 
course, Jesus, from the line 
of David, coming in a state of 
humiliation, out of nowhere as 
it were, to establish righteous-
ness. What is our role? We sit 
under the branch, and invite 
others to do so as well. 

prayer

Lord, thank you for confront-
ing, exposing, and disposing 
our sin by the blood of Jesus 
alone.  Establish your ways and 
your righteousness, O Lord, that 
purity and peace may reign in 
your Kingdom. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

readings for march 8

Psalm 17

Zechariah 3:1-10

2 Peter 2:4-21



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 9th

then satan entered into judas 
called iscar iot,  who was of 
the number of the twelve. 

luke 22:3

T raditionally scholars and theo-
logians have categorized God’s 

enemies as three main culprits: the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. In our 
reading for today in Luke’s gospel, we 
see this nasty trio at work, cooking up 
an evil cocktail that results in Jesus on 
the Cross. All three forces are at play 
in this passage. Just before Luke re-
cords Satan entering Judas, Jesus says 
“watch yourselves lest your hearts be 
weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and cares of this life.” 
(21:34). Jesus is warning us of the pow-
er of these forces, and our weakness in 
it. He commends praying that we may 
have strength to escape these things.  
In this Lent season, we recognize our 
frailty and vulnerability in the face of 
the power of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. We must not be puffed up, 
remembering that Judas was one of 
the twelve. None of us are beyond the 
reach of the world’s persuasion, nor 
Satan’s devices, nor the cravings of 

our flesh. Now is the time for 
us to be watchful, praying. But 
we do not pray without hope. 
The end of this story in Luke 
spells the beginning of the end 
of these three enemies of God 
and God’s people. Their de-
sign was to put God to death 
on the Cross, but they were 
outschemed by the One they 
sought to extinguish.  He died, 
but he didn’t stay dead, and be-
cause of that we have hope. 

prayer

Lord, may I not downplay the 
power of the world, the flesh, 
and the devil in this world, but 
flee to you alone for refuge and 
strength. I recognize my own 
weakness and vulnerability in 
the face of my enemies, but also 
claim your resurrection victo-
ry over their attacks. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen

readings for march 9

Psalm 17

Job 1:1-22

Luke 21:34-22:6



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 10th

b u t  w h at e v e r  g a i n  i  h a d ,  i 
c o u n t e d  a s  l o s s  f o r  t h e  s a k e 
o f  c h r i s t . 

phil ipp ians 3:7

D o you know why Christianity is 
not a “religion”? Because “reli-

gion” is about what you do, and Chris-
tiantiy is about what Christ has done.  
This is Paul’s main point here in this 
section of Philippians. Paul is saying 
that if there were a competition about 
how good a person can be—I win.  I 
did all the “good” things. He says, “as 
to righteousness under the law, blame-
less.” And it’s precisely Paul’s good-
ness that kept him from God because 
it’s actually the work of the flesh.  Grat-
ifying the cravings of our flesh is not 
only about addiction and idolatry in 
the traditional sense, it’s about pride 
in our supposed goodness. Paul says I 
count all that righteousness as rubbish 
and rest only in the righteousness of 
Christ. This puts repentance and faith 
in a whole new light. When we repent, 
we are not only repenting of our sin, 
but repenting of our goodness. That is, 
we repent of seeking confidence in our 
own flesh, and repent of rejecting the 

offer of Christ’ pure righteous-
ness on our behalf. There is no 
other sure foundation on which 
you can stand other than Christ’ 
perfect obedience for you.

prayer

Lord, give me repentance not 
only of my addictions and idol-
atries that lure me back into 
slavery of sin, but give me re-
pentance of my tendency to 
trust in the works of flesh.  You 
are alone, Lord, are pure and 
righteous, and there is not oth-
er place for us to turn. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen

readings for march 10

Psalm 27

Genesis 13:1-7, 14-18

Philippians 3:2-12



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 11th

brothers,  jo in in im itat ing me, 
and keep your eyes on those 
who walk according to the ex-
ample you have in us 

phil ipp ians 3:17

N aturally, we often look at “good” 
people and say to ourselves, “I 

need to be more like that person—that 
is a good person” But as we’ve seen, 
our goodness can shield us from Christ 
just as much as our badness. So when 
Paul says, “imitate me” he’s not saying 
“be a good person like me” Our context 
begins with yesterday’s devotional. Af-
ter Paul lists all the ways that he’s been 
good, he throws out his goodness call-
ing it rubbish (that’s putting it mildly) 
and calling us to rest only in the righ-
teousness of Christ, by faith alone.  Just 
prior to verse 17, Paul exhorts us to 
look ahead, straining toward the prize 
of the Lord Jesus. Hasn’t Paul just said 
we should trust in our works? Yes, but 
now that we have a righteous status 
with God because of Jesus, we strive 
toward righteousness all the more. So 
what is Paul calling us to imitate here?  
He’s calling us to trust and rest in the 
righteousness of Christ through faith 

alone, not in our “goodness.”  
He’s calling us to throw our-
selves into the mission of God, 
giving ourselves away for the 
sake of the Kingdom; looking 
forward to the inheritance that 
awaits us. We are no longer cit-
izens of this world, but citizens 
of heaven, and that informs ev-
erything we do. That is what we 
are called to imitate. 

prayer

Lord, let us imitate you in trust-
ing our heavenly Father, in giv-
ing ourselves to the work of 
your kingdom, and in anticipa-
tion of life eternal with you. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen

readings for march 11

Psalm 27

Genesis 14:17-24

Philippians 3:17-20



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 12th

readings for march 12

Psalm 27

Psalm 118:26-29

Matthew 23:37-39

march 13th

readings for march 13

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

Psalm 27

Philippians 3:17-4:1

Luke 13:31-35



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 14th

the lord sa id to moses,  “de-
part;  go up from here,  you 
and the people whom you have 
brought up out of the land of 
egypt,  to the land of which i 
swore to abraham, isaac, and 
jacob, say ing, ‘to your off-
spr ing i  will  g ive it . ’  i  will 
send an angel before you.. .

exodus 33:1-2a

I magine being brought out of the 
land in which your ancestors had 

been slaves for 400 years, brought out 
by a powerful God who controlled the 
Nile river, the sun and moon, and life 
itself. Imagine having this God tell you 
He would be with you and take you 
into a new land of freedom and flour-
ishing. Now, imagine disobeying this 
God and leaving yourself at risk of 
being removed from His gracious pres-
ence. That feeling is worth meditating 
on this Lent. Because of our sin, we de-
serve to be left alone to wander in the 
wilderness, without guidance or com-
panionship. That is what we deserve, 
but that is not what we get. Exodus 
34 describes God’s character… “The 
LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding 

in steadfast love and faithful-
ness, keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin…” 
In John 1 we read that God, 
through the Incarnation, didn’t 
simply “go” with His people, 
he became one of them in order 
to save them. Our God does not 
leave us alone!

prayer

God of our fathers, you have 
not left us alone. Remind us this 
Lent that though we deserve the 
wilderness, you have, through 
the blood of Christ, brought us 
to the land of promise. Forgive 
us when we stray and work in 
us contrition and repentance by 
the power of your Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

readings for march 14

Psalm 105:1-42

Exodus 33:1-6

Romans 4:1-12



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 15th

he spread a cloud for a cov-
er ing, and f ire to g ive l ight by 
n ight.  they asked, + he brought 
quail ,  and gave them bread 
from heaven in abundance. he 
opened the rock, and water 
gushed out; i t  flowed through 
the desert l ike a r iver.  for he 
remembered h is  holy promise, 
and abraham, h is  servant.  

psalm 105:39-42

P salm 105 recounts the acts of 
the the Exodus and the passage 

through the wilderness on the way to 
Canaan, and especially how God pro-
vided abundantly for His people in 
their need—cloud and fire, food and 
water. It is helpful to realize that though 
Jesus has come to initiate his ultimate 
reign in this world, we have yet to ar-
rive in the true land of Promise. We live 
between the times—we have been res-
cued from the slavery of sin and death 
but have not yet settled in our ultimate 
home. We, like Israel, need the Lord to 
provide for us daily—the protection of 
cloud and fire and the provision of food 
and water. We cry out to him in prayer, 
“give us this day, our daily bread.” And 
as he did for Israel, he delights in giv-
ing us what we need for the journey.

prayer

O Lord, our deliverer, you have 
brought us out of our bondage 
to sin. Guide and protect us now 
as we journey through this life. 
Give us the cloud and fire, and 
the bread and water we need 
as we follow you. And remind 
us daily of our need for your 
protection, your provision, and 
your grace.

readings for march 15

Psalm 105:1-42

Numbers 14:10b-24

1 Corinthians 10:1-13



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 16th

h e w e n t o n h i s  way t h r o u g h 
t o w n s a n d v i l l a g e s ,  t e a c h i n g 
a n d j o u r n e y i n g t o wa r d j e r u-
s a l e m.  a n d s o m e o n e s a i d  t o 
h i m,  “l o r d,  w i l l  t h o s e w h o 
a r e s av e d b e  f e w?” a n d h e 
s a i d  t o t h e m,  “s t r i v e  t o e n t e r 
t h r o u g h t h e n a r r o w d o o r. 
f o r m a n y,  i  t e l l  y o u,  w i l l  s e e k 
t o e n t e r a n d w i l l  n o t b e  a b l e .

luke 13:22-24

J esus reminds his followers what 
we often forget to remind one an-

other—that following Jesus will not 
be easy. Yes, Jesus, and Jesus alone 
provide the secure identity and whole 
humanity that we, at the core of our be-
ing, crave. But discipleship is not easy. 
We are told to count the cost. It may be 
walking through the narrow door of fi-
nancial faithfulness, the narrow door of 
humility with our family and friends, 
or the narrow door of honesty and in-
tegrity in our workplace. Discipleship 
may include the narrow door of sexual 
purity or of emotional maturity. The 
cost that we count will undoubtedly be 
high. But it is this door —Jesus, who is 
himself the “door of the sheep”—who 
promises to be with us as we carry our 
cross daily, and urges us to cast all of 

our burdens upon his loving 
shoulders. The passage is in-
deed narrow, but with Christ, all 
things are possible!

prayer

Lord Jesus, enable us to take up 
our cross today and follow you 
through the narrow door that 
leads to life. Teach us patience 
and perseverance, and guide us 
by the power of your Spirit to 
walk ever in your ways. Amen.

readings for march 16

Psalm 105:1-42

2 Chronicles 20:1-22

Luke 13:22-31
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t h e n k i n g n e b u c h a d n e z z a r 
wa s  a s t o n i s h e d  a n d r o s e  u p 
i n  h a s t e .  h e  d e c l a r e d  t o  h i s 
c o u n s e l o r s ,  “d i d  w e  n o t  c a s t 
t h r e e  m e n b o u n d i n t o  t h e 
f i r e ?”  t h e y  a n s w e r e d  a n d s a i d 
t o  t h e  k i n g ,  “t r u e ,  o  k i n g .” 
h e  a n s w e r e d  a n d s a i d ,  “b u t  i 
s e e  f o u r  m e n u n b o u n d,  wa l k -
i n g  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  f i r e , 
a n d t h e y  a r e  n o t  h u r t ;  a n d 
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  f o u r t h 
i s  l i k e  a  s o n o f  t h e  g o d s .”

daniel 3:24-25

W hen Nebuchadnezzar looks 
into the fire he sees some-

thing amazing. Instead of 3 men, 
bound up and dying, he sees 4 men—
unbound, and very much alive. And 
the fourth one looks, well, different. 
What’s going on here? Who is this? Is 
it an angel? Is it Jesus himself, before 
his incarnation, here with these men? 
Honestly, I’m not sure. The text doesn’t 
say. But there is one thing that is re-
ally clear—the Lord was with them. It 
is the same with us. God promises to 
be with us, even in the hardest, most 
trying times of our lives. When we are 
lonely. When we are frustrated. When 
we are mourning. When are are facing 

the consequences of not bowing 
to the world’s idols. God is with 
us. In fact, in the most difficult 
trial of all, God did not go with 
us, but rather went for us. In the 
fire of punishment for the sins 
of the world, there were not 
three men left standing… it was 
only the fourth. There was only 
Jesus, into the furnace of God’s 
wrath on our behalf.

prayer

Lord Jesus, you have promised 
to be with me and to go for me. 
You have been faithful to your 
promises. This Lent season, 
make me a more devoted dis-
ciple, a more faithful follower, 
and a humble servant. Amen. 

readings for march 17

Psalm 63

Daniel 3:19-30

Revelation 2:8-11
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o god, you are my god; earnest-
ly i seek you; my soul thirsts for 
you; my flesh faints for you, as 
in a dry and weary land where 
there is no water.

psalm 63:1

H ow often are you thirsty for God? 
How many mornings do you 

wake up with a deep hunger for God’s 
Word or for time alone with Him? How 
often do you feel like you just won’t be 
able to go on if you aren’t able to sit in 
God’s presence? How many Sundays 
do you spring out of bed, eager and 
ready to meet the Lord and His people 
in worship? If you’re like me, probably 
not very often. Coffee I crave, God’s 
Word… more often that not it feels like 
a duty rather than a privilege. I need the 
Holy Sprit to work renewal in my heart, 
to create a hunger and thirst for what 
my soul really needs. The truth is, even 
when I don’t feel it, my need for God’s 
Word and presence never lessens. Oh 
Lord, deepen my hunger for you that I 
might earnestly seek you!

prayer

Lord, it is in you and you alone 
that we live and move and have 
our being. It is in you and you 
alone that we are sustained and 
fed. And it is in you alone that 
our true desires will be met. 
Build in us a longing for your 
Word, your People, and your 
Presence. By the power of your 
Spirit and through the work of 
your Son, Amen.

readings for march 18

Psalm 62

Daniel 12:1-4

Revelation 3:1-6
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readings for march 19

Psalm 63:1-8

Isaiah 5:1-7

Luke 6:43-45

march 20th

readings for march 20

Isaiah 55:1-9

Psalm 63:1-8

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Luke 13:1-9
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t h e r e f o r e y o u h av e n o e x c u s e , 
o m a n,  e v e ry o n e o f y o u w h o 
j u d g e s .  f o r i n  pa s s i n g j u d g-
m e n t o n a n o t h e r y o u c o n-
d e m n y o u r s e l f ,  b e c a u s e  y o u, 
t h e j u d g e,  p r a c t i c e  t h e v e ry 
s a m e t h i n g s.   romans 2:1

L et’s face it, we like to judge oth-
ers. To look down on them for 

the things that they do that we do not 
(or the things they don’t do that we 
do!). Why do we do this? Simple—it 
makes us feel good about ourselves. 
It’s the reason that children make fun 
of one another, that bullies bully, that 
mean girls are mean. If I can put you 
down, I feel like I am simultaneous-
ly lifting myself up. But Romans 2 is 
piercing here. Paul says that it’s the 
very thing we judge others for that we 
are guilty of doing ourselves! When we 
look down on others for their failures 
and sins, we are only exposing our own 
sins the more! Instead, God’s kindness, 
Paul says, is meant to lead us not to 
other-judging, but to self-repenting. As 
we take a look at our own hearts, we 
fall on our knees and rejoice in the mer-
ciful savior we have in Christ!

prayer

Lord, turn our thoughts from 
the speck in our brother’s eye 
and toward the log in our own. 
Holy Spirit, convict us and turn 
us to Jesus, that we may rejoice 
in His kindness and seek to 
walk humbly in His way.

readings for march 21

Matthew 7:1-6

Jeremiah 11:1-7

Romans 2:1-11
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o lord, make me know my end 
and what is  the measure of my 
days;  let me know how fleet ing 
i  am! behold, you have made my 
days a few handbreadths,  and 
my l ifet ime is  as nothing be-
fore you. surely all mankind 
stands as a mere breath! surely 
a man goes about as a shadow! 
surely for nothing they are in 
turmoil;  man heaps up wealth 
and does not know who will 
gather!  psalm 39:4

I f you could know the day of your 
death—know exactly how long you 

had left to live—would you want to? I 
think most people would decline such 
a “gift.” But this is exactly what the 
Psalmist prays for. He wants to know 
the measure of his days, the length of 
his life. Perhaps that is so that he can 
make the most of the time. Psalm 90 
says “teach us to number our days, that 
we may gain a heart of wisdom.” The 
sober understanding of our finitude 
brings a deeper wisdom about how we 
might live out our time here on earth. 
But there’s more. The Psalmist contin-
ues in verse 7, “And now, O Lord, for 
what do I wait? My hope is in you.” For 
David (the writer of this Psalm), know-
ing the measure of his days is no maca-

bre experiment—it is the build-
ing up of hope. We often think 
“numbering our days” is like 
counting the days until Summer 
break is over—something sad 
looming on the horizon. But for 
the Christian, numbering our 
days is more like counting the 
days until the end of school! We 
await the glorious hope in store 
for us!

prayer

Lord, teach me to take each day 
as both a gift to be stewarded 
well and a deposit on the hope 
the awaits me in Christ. Let me 
look at myself with more hon-
esty, more humility, and more 
sobriety this Lenten season, and 
build in me the hope of the res-
urrection.

readings for march 22

Psalm 39

Ezekiel 17:1-10

Romans 2:12-26
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i  was mute and s i lent;  i  held 
my peace to no avail ,  and my 
d istress grew worse.

psalm 39:2

I n this Psalm David is in a suffering. 
He’s surrounded by those who do 

not fear God and who do evil. His plan 
to deal with it is pretty simple (and one 
many of us have employed!): “keep my 
head down and don’t say anything.” It 
seems like a good plan, but he is not 
strong enough to bear up under their 
negativity and mistreatment, and the 
result is that his “distress grew worse.” 
Many a believer has been in a situation 
like that! They are trying to live for the 
Lord and be faithful, and yet they are 
surrounded by those who mistreat them 
and disrespect God. It is oppressive 
and suffocating. What do we do when 
our work environment, school envi-
ronment, or even family environment 
is like that? Exactly what David does. 
We cry out to God for help and relief. 
He will send his Spirit and his word to 
comfort you. But even more amazing 
he has sent his Son to guarantee that we 
are not trapped in our circumstances. 
There will be a day when he will make 

all things new, and we will no 
longer live under the oppression 
of sin and the evil one! That is 
the promise of the cross. 

prayer

Lord, give us strength to en-
dure in the midst of an oppres-
sive world. We praise you that 
Christ has come and he will 
come again to make all things 
new! Amen.

readings for march 23

Psalm 39

Numbers 13:17-27

Luke 13:18-21
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… we look not to the th ings 
that are seen but to the th ings 
that are unseen. for the th ings 
that are seen are trans ient, 
but the th ings that are unseen 
are eternal.

i i  corinthians 4:18

T he world is falling apart all 
around us. Our homes… our 

cars… the chair in my office… even 
my body is wearing out and wasting 
away. If we do not see the bigger pic-
ture, it is easy for us to get depressed 
and discouraged. Everything we have 
loved, seen, and worked for will be 
gone someday. Does that mean all is 
hopeless? The answer is a resounding 
“NO!” II Corinthians 4:18 is a para-
digm shifting breath of fresh air!!! We 
are permanent souls in an impermanent 
world. We were not made for this land 
of shadows that is crumbling around 
us, but we were made for eternity – 
ETERNITY! God tells us that despite 
the decay around us – and even in us 
– we should keep our hearts set on the 
unseen eternal things because that is 
what we are destined for. And if you 
have any doubt, simply look to Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. His work guar-

antees that the eternal things 
belong to us. Those who are in 
Christ died with him and rose 
with him (Rom. 6), and he will 
make all things new. Keep your 
eyes on that. 

prayer

Father, please do not let me be 
distracted by the afflictions, 
troubles, and decay of this 
world. Give me eyes of faith, 
that I see you in all your glory, 
now and for eternity. Amen. 

readings for march 24

Psalm 32

Joshua 4:1-13

2 Corinthians 4:16-5:5



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 25th

i  a c k n o w l e d g e d  m y  s i n  t o 
y o u ,  a n d  i  d i d  n o t  c o v e r  m y 
i n i q u i t y ;  i  s a i d ,  “ i  w i l l  c o n -
f e s s  m y  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  t o 
t h e  l o r d , ”  a n d  y o u  f o r g a v e 
t h e  i n i q u i t y  o f  m y  s i n .  

psalm 32:5

I n the last week of his life, Jesus 
was betrayed, deserted, mocked, 

and beaten. When they nailed him to 
the cross, he was stripped naked and 
people hurled insults at him. Then his 
heavenly Father placed the sins of his 
people on his son and poured out his 
wrath upon him. Isaiah 53 says “he was 
crushed for our iniquities.” How awful, 
how terrible, and how painful it is to 
consider this. But the reason he was re-
jected and condemned for our sin was 
so that we would not have to be reject-
ed and condemned for our sin. Praise 
the Lord for his mercy and grace! Be-
cause Jesus took our place on the cross 
and took the punishment we deserve, 
we can, like the Psalmist, acknowledge 
our sin before a holy God and not fear 
his wrath. Instead, we can humbly, joy-
fully, expectantly receive his forgive-
ness. Psalm 32:1 says, “Blessed is the 
one whose transgression is forgiven, 

whose sin is covered. Blessed is 
the man against whom the Lord 
counts no iniquity, and in whose 
spirit there is no deceit.” Amen!

prayer

Father, thank you that you save 
sinners. Without your mer-
cy and grace, I would have no 
hope. Your mercy is rich and 
real, and I ask that you would 
give me freedom from the pow-
er of sin by the power of Christ. 
Amen

readings for march 25

Psalm 32

Joshua 4:14-24

2 Corinthians 5:6-15
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readings for march 26

Psalm 32

Exodus 32:7-14

Luke 15:1-10

march 27th

readings for march 27

Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm 32

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
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and from the throne came a 
voice say ing, “pra ise our god, 
all you h is  servants,  you who 
fear h im, small and great.”  

revelat ion 19:5

O ne of the major problems in the 
modern world is so many of us 

feel like we are worthless and insignifi-
cant. We are constantly doing things to 
prove to ourselves and others that we 
are valuable and worthy. But it doesn’t 
work. Our quest for self-glory and sig-
nificance ends with us feeling empty 
and alone. What if I told you that there 
is a solution to your problem? What if 
I told you that the most powerful, sig-
nificant, and loving being in the uni-
verse wanted to spend eternity with 
you as your father and friend? Well, 
he has. In Revelation 19 God calls all 
people –the great and mighty as well 
as the small and insignificant–to come 
and worship him and become a part of 
his family for eternity. Christ’s work at 
the cross opens the door wide for peo-
ple like you and me who have nothing 
to offer but our shame and failure. But 
God says, “Blessed are those who are 
invited to the wedding supper of the 

Lamb (Rev. 19:9).” and “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you 
(Deut. 31:6).” If someone like 
God would say something like 
that to you, you must be pretty 
special. Praise the Lord!

prayer

Lord, thank you that you invite 
us into your family. I am noth-
ing without you. Give me eyes 
to see your greatness, a heart to 
worship you, and joy to delight 
in your love. There is no one 
like you! Amen. 

readings for march 28

Psalm 53

Leviticus 23:26-41

Revelation 19:1-8
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in this year of jubilee each of 
you shall return to his property.

lev it icus 25:13

W ouldn’t it be wonderful if 
there came a day when all 

of the bad decisions we made could 
be undone, and every harm we expe-
rienced could be healed? All of us look 
at our lives and see places where we 
have lost pieces of ourselves or where 
parts of us have died. Oh, that the Lord 
would breathe new life into us, heal our 
wounds, and make us whole again. In 
Leviticus 25 God is proposing to do just 
that for Israel. It was called the Year of 
Jubilee. Every 50 years if you had lost 
your property or had to sell your family 
land, you would receive it back. In an 
agricultural society having land meant 
security and provision, and not having 
it meant poverty and potential death. 
How amazing that every 50 years, ev-
ery Israelite, no matter what hardship 
they experienced or foolish decisions 
they made will get to start over. This 
in not just a “clean slate” where their 
negative balance became “0”, but also 
their accounts are restored with the 
wealth of land. In Christ we experience 

the ultimate Year of Jubilee. 
What Christ accomplished at 
the cross was not a chance for a 
reset every 50 years, but a reset 
for eternity. Because of Christ’s 
work on the cross our debts 
were paid and he has given us 
his righteousness. This gift is 
sufficient to guarantee our in-
heritance in the New Heavens 
and the New Earth for eternity, 
and this gift will never be taken 
away. 

prayer

Lord, thank you that you that 
you pour out your blessing 
upon us. Thank you that you 
were willing to become poor 
so that we might become rich. 
May Christ be glorified in my 
life today!

readings for march 29

Psalm 53

Leviticus 25:1-19

Revelation 19:9-10
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and they all ate and were sat-
isf ied.  and what was left over 
was p icked up,  twelve baskets 
of broken p ieces.

luke 9:17

T he feeding of the 5,000 is a fa-
miliar story. Jesus shows up and 

turns an outdoor lecture series into an 
unforgettable feast. “Did you see what 
He just did? He just transformed a few 
fishes and loaves of bread into enough 
food to feed ALL these people! That is 
incredible!” And it was incredible. But 
there is something more going on here. 
Jesus is illustrating a principle and 
truth through this meal that every be-
liever needs to embrace. Jesus did not 
come to this world to “wow” us––He is 
not a magician. He is a savior and the 
Lord. He came to love, provide for, and 
meet the needs of his people in such a 
way that by spiritually feeding on Him, 
they will be eternally satisfied. Jesus is 
enough… in fact, Jesus is more than 
enough. Every spiritual blessing is ours 
in Christ (Eph. 1:3), and he wants us 
to have them and delight in them. The 
cross demonstrates the lengths God is 
willing to go to make sure his beloved 

flock is out of harm’s way and 
has everything it needs to be 
satisfied and provided for now 
and for eternity. 

prayer

Lord, thank you for Jesus who 
was willing to die so that I 
might live. He gives me every-
thing I need and more impor-
tantly gives me himself! He is 
the greatest gift. Hallelujah! 
Praise the Lord! Amen.

readings for march 30

Psalm 53

2 Kings 4:1-7

Luke 9:10-17



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space march 31st

but you know t imothy’s prov-
en worth, how as a son with 
a father he has served with me 
in the gospel.  i  hope therefore 
to send h im just as soon as i 
see how it  will  go with me, and 
i  trust in the lord that shortly 
i  myself will  come also.

phil ipp ians 2:19

I t would be hard to overstate the im-
portance that Scripture places on 

community. Throughout the Bible you 
get the clear sense that God’s people 
are meant to be unified and dependent 
upon one another. As you read Philip-
pians 2:19-24 you get the sense that 
everyone in this passage is sacrificing 
- everyone is completely committed - 
seeking to meet each others needs even 
when it cost them. Being a part of the 
Church will require commitment. It’s 
actually one of the beautiful things 
about being engaged in a mission and 
community bigger than yourself. You 
will be called to sacrifice for others. 
Called to sacrifice time - and money - 
and convenience - and energy. You will 
be called to bear other people’s bur-
dens - defer to others - forgive. Timo-
thy shows us that being a part of God’s 

family will cost you. But it’s 
worth it - because you were cre-
ated for this kind of self-sacrifi-
cial love - you will experience 
joy as you give yourself away. 
After all, it’s the way of Jesus 
and we have been the beneficia-
ries of his self-sacrificial love 
toward us.

prayer

Lord, I praise you for your 
Church. Thank you for placing 
me in a community that is char-
acterized by love and commit-
ment and joy. As I come to more 
deeply appreciate your self-sac-
rificial service to me, I pray that 
you would give me the ability to 
see ways that I can self-sacrifi-
cially serve others.

readings for march 31

Psalm 126

Isaiah 43:1-7

Philippians 2:19-24
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t h e l o r d h a s d o n e g r e at t h i n g s 
f o r u s ;  w e a r e  g l a d.  r e s t o r e 
o u r f o rt u n e s ,  o l o r d,  l i k e 
s t r e a m s i n  t h e n e g e b !  t h o s e 
w h o s o w i n t e a r s  s h a l l  r e a p 
w i t h s h o u t s  o f  j o y !  h e  w h o 
g o e s o u t w e e p i n g, b e a r i n g t h e 
s e e d f o r s o w i n g,  s h a l l  c o m e 
h o m e w i t h s h o u t s  o f  j o y. . .

psalm 126:3-6

A s we journey through this fallen 
world we have many reasons 

for grief and sadness. As we think of 
relational tensions, strong temptations, 
lingering doubts, ingrained sin patterns, 
physical ailments, the sting of death- 
sometimes it feels like tears are the only 
appropriate response. In the midst of 
our sadness, Psalm 126 reminds us that 
God is still at work and promises to “re-
store our fortunes.” There is coming a 
day when our tears will turn to shouts of 
joy, when God will fill our mouths with 
laughter and our tongues with shouts of 
joy. As we journey through this fallen 
world to that glorious destination, we 
can find motivation and encouragement 
to keep traveling as we remember that 
God is still at work and he promises to 
one day soon restore our fortunes.

prayer

Heavenly Father, you know 
the sadness and grief that sin 
has brought to my life and 
this world. I praise you for the 
promises that you have made 
to your people. I pray that you 
would increase my trust in the 
truth that you are at work even 
now restoring all that sin has 
vandalized. Use me to in your 
work of bring restoration and 
renewal to this world you love.

readings for apr il  1

Psalm 126

Isaiah 43:8-15

Philippians 2:25-3:1



for notes,  thoughts,  prayers,  reflect ions + space april 2nd

readings for apr il  2

Psalm 126

Exodus 12:21-27

John 11:45-57

april 3rd

readings for apr il  3

Isaiah 43:16-21

Psalm 126

Philippians 3:4b-14

John 12:1-8
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some trust in char iots and 
some in horses,  but we trust 
in the name of the lord our 
god. they collapse and fall, 
but we r ise and stand upr ight.

psalm 20:7-8

I wonder where you most often place 
your trust? When things in life get 

difficult, when you feel overwhelmed, 
when you have certain needs that you 
want met - what do you rely upon? 
More often than not, we tend to rely on 
our intellect, on our connections, on our 
ingenuity, on our resources. However, 
these things are liable to collapse and 
fall. While those sources aren’t neces-
sarily bad, they aren’t strong enough to 
bear the weight we place upon them. 
The only One who is strong enough to 
bear the weight of our trust in any and 
every situation is the Lord our God. As 
we trust in him, his faithfulness, and 
his good promises to us we will rise 
and stand upright.

prayer

Father, we are so prone to trust in other 
things besides you to save us and bring 
us what we need. You are the only 

one strong enough to bear the 
weight of our trust for all good 
things in our life. We praise you 
for bearing the weight of our 
trust and causing us to rise and 
stand upright.

readings for apr il  4

Psalm 20

Exodus 40:1-15

Hebrews 10:19-25
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let what you heard from the 
beginning ab ide in you. if  what 
you heard from the begin-
n ing ab ides in you, then you 
too will  ab ide in the son and 
in the father.  and th is  i s  the 
promise that he made to us–
eternal l ife.  

i  john 2:24-25

We want to be different, we 
desire change, we long for 

spiritual growth. But it’s easy to lose 
momentum - to slip into cynicism and 
hopelessness when it comes to change. 
Is it possible to press deeper into our 
union with Jesus - to cultivate that rela-
tionship? Through the ups and downs of 
life, it’s important to recognize that our 
status can’t change. If you’ve placed 
your faith in Jesus then you’re forgiven 
- you’re secure - you’re a child of God 
- and that status can’t change. But even 
though our status is secure, our expe-
rience with God can be dramatically 
different. How you relate with God and 
enjoy him and follow him can change. 
How can you live a life that will lead 
to this change in experience with God? 
It comes as we abide - or remain - or 
rest in Jesus and allow His Word to 

abide in us. Our status will nev-
er change, but our experience 
of God’s love can be so much 
more if we would allow Christ’s 
word to abide in our hearts.

prayer

Lord Jesus, you have given us 
the words of life. We pray that 
we might allow your words 
to abide in our hearts so that 
we might experience joy and 
wholeness and life. Help us to 
know your deep love and grace 
more as we abide in your truth.

readings for apr il  5

Psalm 20

Judges 9:7-15

1 John 2:18-28
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but they understood none of 
these things. this saying was 
hidden from them, and they did 
not grasp what was said.  

luke 18:34

A fter walking with Jesus for three 
years, the disciples still had a 

difficult time grasping exactly what 
Christ’s mission would entail. Jesus 
was the ultimate unexpected Savior. He 
didn’t fit anyones pre-conceived notion 
of what a savior was supposed to look 
like. The life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus, in many ways, is the ultimate 
unexpected plot. If given the chance, it 
is not how any one would have written 
the story of God’s rescue. We would 
have written a story of conquest, a sto-
ry of victory, a story that we could be 
proud to tell. But we see God comes 
and gives us a story of death leading to 
life, a story of poverty leading to great-
ness, a story of seeming defeat that 
leads to the rescue and healing of any 
who would believe.

prayer

 Jesus, we praise you for res-
cuing us from the forces of sin 
and evil and death. We pray that 
you would help us embrace the 
fact that the way to life often 
leads through death. We praise 
you for laying your life down in 
order to rescue us. We pray that 
you would now use us for the 
life of others.

readings for apr il  6

Psalm 20

Habakkuk 3:2-15

Luke 18:31-34
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be gracious to me, o lord, for 
i  am in d istress;  my eye is  wast-
ed from gr ief;  my soul and my 
body also. for my l ife is  spent 
with sorrow, and my years 
with s igh ing; my strength fa ils 
because of my in iquity,  and my 
bones waste away.

psalm 31:9-10

A s we experience the results of 
sin we find ourselves slowly 

wasting away from the inside out. In 
Psalm 31, the psalmists lack of con-
fession wore his heart and soul down 
from the inside out. His conscience 
was tormented by what he had done. 
He knew it was wrong. His soul was 
restless - full of guilt and shame. There 
was a spiritual disconnect in his life; a 
heaviness of spirit; he was exhausted. 
He was being punished by the choices 
and actions he had made. Sin promised 
to bring life but actually brought death. 
Sin comes and offers brief tastes of life 
- but it never satisfies. That’s the way 
it always works - sin promises fulfill-
ment but leaves us empty. However, 
confession brings peace and refresh-
ment and life. Confessed sin is never 
fatal - at least not for us! But it was 

for Jesus. Sin was fatal for him. 
Our sin is what drove Jesus to 
the cross - where he endured the 
just penalty of sin - where he 
experienced his bones wasting 
away - where he satisfied God’s 
justice so that we might receive 
God’s smile.

prayer

Lord, we pray that you would 
open our eyes to the oppression 
that sin brings to our hearts and 
lives. Lead us back through 
confession and repentance so 
that we might experience the 
forgiveness, peace, and refresh-
ment that you long to provide.

readings for apr il  7

Psalm 31:9-16

Isaiah 53:10-12

Hebrews 2:1-9
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therefore he had to be made 
l ike h is  brothers in every re-
spect,  so that he might become 
a merc iful and fa ithful h igh 
pr iest in the serv ice of god, 
to make prop it iat ion for the 
s ins of the people.  for because 
he h imself has suffered when 
tempted, he is  able to help 
those who are be ing tempted.

hebrews 32:17-18

T hrough the course of the Scrip-
ture the priests that served in 

God’s Temple were never described 
with the adjective “merciful.” Yet in the 
book of Hebrews, Jesus is described as 
a merciful high priest. Jesus is a priest 
who doesn’t give us what we deserve, 
instead he is a priest who takes what 
we deserve upon himself. He provides 
propitiation - or atonement - for the 
people he represents. Not only is Jesus 
the High Priest we need, he is also the 
Lamb of God that takes away the sin of 
the world. In other words, Jesus is the 
Priest and the Sacrifice. And in order 
to fulfill these roles, Jesus, the second 
person of the Trinity, had to take on 
flesh and be made like his brothers in 
every respect. We can never say that 
Jesus doesn’t love us. We can never say 

that Jesus doesn’t understand 
us. We can never say that Jesus 
doesn’t long to forgive us. Isn’t 
that encouraging to your soul?

prayer

Jesus, we praise you for being 
the perfect Priest and the per-
fect Sacrifice that we all need so 
that we might be brought back 
into relationship with God. As 
we draw from the resources of 
your endless love and grace, we 
pray that you would provide us 
strength to stand against temp-
tation.

readings for apr il  8

Psalm 31:9-16

Isaiah 54:9-10

Hebrews 2:10-18
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readings for apr il  9

Psalm 31:9-16

Leviticus 23:1-8

Luke 22:1-13

april 10th

readings for apr il  10

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5-11

Luke 22:14-23:56



april 11th

behold my servant, whom i up-
hold, my chosen, in whom my 
soul del ights. i  have put my 
spir it upon him; he will bring 
forth justice to the nations.  

i sa iah 42:1

T his is the first of Isaiah’s four 
“Servant Songs”. These four 

poems were Isaiah’s way of describing 
how God planned to bring hope and 
salvation to his people. Isaiah’s Ser-
vant is what Israel’s Savior would look 
like. But, it’s an odd image. The only 
servants I’m familiar with come from 
things I’ve watched like Downton Ab-
bey. Those servants seem stiff, formal, 
quiet, and perhaps even weak. I guess, I 
would have expected something a little 
more American. Like a cross between 
George Washington and Rambo, tak-
ing the next hill with muscles ripping 
out of his general’s uniform, lugging a 
crossbow on his back. Instead, we’re 
given a picture of a savior that is gen-
tle, but determined. He won’t “cry out 
or shout”, “break a bruised reed”, or 
“put out a smoldering wick”. But, the 
servant will bring justice. Justice is re-
peated three times in chapter 42. Jus-
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tice in the biblical sense is not only legal 
correctness, it describes all the condi-
tions necessary for human beings to be 
what God has created us to be. Whenev-
er there is a lack of justice, there is a lack 
of humanity. We long for justice because 
God has placed in our hearts the desire 
to be fully human. During Lent, we are 
challenged to look at our sin and all the 
ways that it tears at our humanity. We 
become less human because of the way 
we sin against God and others and the 
ways others sin against us. But, the ser-
vant is coming. And Isaiah’s description 
begs the question, “Is this servant the 
kind of savior you had been expecting?” 

prayer

Lord God, I confess that my sin runs so 
deep that I even have my own ideas about 
what my salvation should look like. It’s 
hard for me to understand your ways. 
Even your savior, the servant, looks 

unfamiliar to my eyes. Open 
my eyes to see the glory of the 
servant as we head toward the 
cross this week. Amen.

readings for apr il  11

Isaiah 42:1-9

Psalm 36:5-11

Hebrews 11:9-15

John 12:1-11
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. . . i  will make you as a l ight for 
the nations... i sa iah 49:6

T his is the second of Isaiah’s 
“Servant Songs”. They are po-

ems describing the manner in which 
God would rescue his people. And this 
second song revealed a surprise for 
Israel. The servant was not coming to 
save Israel alone. He was coming for 
everyone. Remember, Israel’s entire 
identity has been built around separate-
ness, uniqueness, and superiority over 
the outsiders. And now, all of that was 
being tossed out of the window. God 
was bringing in outsiders. This poem 
must have been tough to swallow. But, 
there it is. God’s ways are so mysteri-
ous. Like Israel, most of us want to be 
unique and set apart. Being a Christian 
helps that. It makes us feel special in 
some way. Sometimes we can even 
look down on other people because we 
believe that God is here for us as op-
posed to them. But God’s plans have 
always been about blessing the entire 
world. God even said to Abraham, “in 
you all the families of the earth shall 
be blessed.” (Gen. 12:3) The problem 
is, if God is binging in all those outsid-

ers, my place might feel threat-
ened. How might you feel if a 
huge motorcycle gang showed 
up at your church this Sunday? 
The descendants of Abraham 
weren’t able to create that kind 
of welcoming family. But, in 
God’s mysterious wisdom, 
that’s what the Servant came to 
accomplish.

prayer

Lord, I like being an insider. I 
like the people who are like me. 
Help me to see the vast people 
that you are bringing into your 
kingdom through the work of 
Christ. Make me love the peo-
ple Jesus loves, pursue the peo-
ple he pursues, and welcome 
those he welcomes. Amen.

readings for apr il  12

Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 71:1-14

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

John 12:20-36



april 13th

. . .he who vindicates me is near. 
who will contend with me? 

i sa iah 50:8

I remember watching the first few 
seasons of Survivor. Reality TV felt 

so new and fresh back then. There was 
something irresistible about watching 
factions form on the island and con-
testants playing relationships off each 
other. But, my biggest reactions always 
came with sabotage. The look of shock 
when the person they thought you had 
a pact with turned them and voted them 
off the island! That’s what kept me com-
ing back. Isaiah 50 has some of that 
intrigue to it. It’s the third of Isaiah’s 
Servant Songs. The first two focused 
on the servant’s gentleness, and his in-
clusion. But, this one reveals that God’s 
servant will be sabotaged, by God’s very 
own people. During Lent, you’ve had 
almost 5 weeks to explore the depth of 
your sin. But today, Isaiah wants you to 
dig even deeper. Your sin, he says, is so 
deeply ingrained in your soul that you 
would even sabotage your means of sal-
vation. The Apostles Paul says that there 
is no one who truly does good (Romans 
3:10f). But, the good religious folks of 
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Isaiah’s day didn’t believe that. Even 
though Israel was crumbing all around 
them. Even though the prophets had 
been calling them to repentance. Even 
though the religious establishment was 
more wolf than shepherd. It didn’t mat-
ter, they were blinded to the desperate 
situation they were in. Isaiah was beg-
ging them to see that they’re sin would 
lead them to rejecting God’s saving of 
them through his servant. And that’s ex-
actly what happened. Jesus was accused, 
condemned, and hung on a cross by the 
very people he came to save. Is it possi-
ble that your soul holds the capacity to 
sabotage your faith as well? We do that 
now by denying the power of our sin. By 
pretending everything’s ok. By ignoring 
Jesus’ saving grace and pursuing our 
own self-salvation strategies. But, just 
like on Survivor, it never really works 
out well in the end.

prayer

Lord, forgive me for denying the reali-
ties of my sin and rejecting the grace of-

fered to me in the gospel. Help 
me to receive and rest fully 
upon Christ today. Grant me a 
soft and humble heart that sub-
mits to your grace every day. 
Amen.

readings for apr il  13

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 70

Hebrews 12:1-3

John 13: 21-32
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. . .when the whole assembly of 
the congregation of israel shall 
kill their lambs at twil ight. 

exodus 12:6

M y best meals involve death. Sure, 
I just pick up my beautiful brisket 

from the store, season it with my special 
blend of spices, and tenderly smoke it on 
my deck for 18 hours. It definitely doesn’t 
taste like death, it tastes like life! But, my 
brisket comes from the slaughterhouse. 
In Exodus 12, God told the Israelites to 
slaughter a lamb at dusk. A spotless lamb. 
To cut its throat. Right there at the house. 
To take the pooled blood and spread it 
over the door frame of their house. And 
then cook and eat it. They ate death. 
But, I suspect it tasted like life. It was 
through the death of the lamb that they 
were spared and rescued. It’s a disturbing 
image. But, it is God’s way of breaking 
through the hard defenses of our hearts 
that try to convince us that our sin and 
rebellion aren’t all that bad. God says, it’s 
bad enough that only death can make it 
right. Our life comes through the death of 
Jesus…the death of the Lamb of God. In 
Revelation 5, Jesus is pictured in heaven 
as a lamb whose throat was cut, but who 

strolled among the saints and an-
gels in glory. It is interesting that 
God wanted Israel to celebrate 
the Passover meal annually as a 
reminder of that night of salva-
tion. God wanted them to taste 
death, so that they might taste 
life. For Christians, we now cel-
ebrate that death every time we 
gather at the Lord’s Table for 
communion. In the bread and 
wine, we taste death, so that we 
might know the life and salva-
tion God has given us in Christ.

prayer

Lord, I don’t like thinking that 
my sin not only deserves death, 
but caused it. Jesus tasted death 
so that I would be able to taste 
true life. Would you give me a 
taste of his sacrifice, his suffer-
ing, that I might taste his glory. 
Amen.

readings for apr il  14

Exodus 12:1-14

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

John 13:1-17, 31b-35
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surely he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows; yet 
we esteemed him stricken, smit-
ten by god, and affl icted...

i sa iah 53:4-5

T he fourth and last of Isaiah’s Ser-
vant Songs is the most tragic. Not 

only will the Servant be different from 
what we want, have a more expansive 
invitation than we want, be sabotaged by 
us, but we’ll actually kill him. In our sin, 
humans will kill the one that God sent to 
rescue us. And he’ll not only be killed, 
but he’ll be maimed, defaced, broken, 
defiled…Isaiah says, “striken, smit-
ten, and afflicted.” But, here’s the sur-
prise. Not only did our sin kill the Lord 
of life. But, God’s hand was in it too. 
God himself placed his very Beloved 
Son into the hands of sinful humanity. 
Even though he knew how we’d treat-
ed him. God’s passion for the salvation 
of his rebellious creates burns so hot, 
that he was willing to allow his Son to 
be sacrificed for them. And that is why 
this day is Good Friday. It is a day of 
darkness, death, sacrifice, and ultimate 
goodness. The paradox should make you 
uncomfortable. It should take you to the 

deepest of confession, but also 
the heights of joy. For there is 
no enemy that can stand before 
this Servant of God. There is no 
sin that can dissuade God from 
loving you. There is no failure 
that can invalidate your accep-
tance. Because of this good 
Friday, because of your savior 
Jesus, because he was stricken, 
smitten, and afflicted you can 
now be restored, healed, and 
renewed. 

prayer

Lord, I praise you for the suffer-
ing of Christ. In his death, you 
have granted me life. Show me 
more of the glory of his sacri-
fice today. Lead me to his cross 
that I may find life in that place 
of death. Glory be to Christ! 
Amen.

readings for apr il  15

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25

John 18:1-19:42
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